Washington stand-off continues; co-sponsors may have to step in 


(Petra) — Ms Majesty 
tfiog HussemMonday sent letters 
<^{0 former Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
^ chairman Khaldomm Abo Has- 
%$ab and former RJ director gener- 
a ^aTH osam Aba Ghazaleh to thank 
for their sincere efforts 
• Q^wfajle serving in the national air 
s's ^carrier. Mr. Abu Hassan and Mr. 
es. fjAbu Ghazaleh resigned from 
i posts recently. 

$»ria' pardons 2,864 
Apolitical prisoners 

^DAMASCUS (R) — President 
Hafez A1 Assad has pardoned 
foj 2,864 prisoners who ccrmmitted 
I crimes against national security, 
Syrian Interior Minister Moham- 
mad Harba announced Tuesday. 
^ He said all those pardoned were 
’^Gbdng freed immediately. He gave 
J Soyo further details. Diplomats said 
^ipwst of those pardoned were 
".tt^nombers of the fundamentalist 
jinjMnsfim Brotherhood who com- 
in btiateed armed attacks against the 
fcgtate. The pardons follow Mr. 

Assad’s reelection for a fourth 
res's Seven-year term on Dec. 2. Offi- 
nsrisl returns said be got over 99 
snipper cent of the vote in a yes-or-no 

tp atfjaBot. 

Italian police arrest 
^suspected guerrilla 

: bccROME (R) — Italian police said 
fd *JnTuesday they were holding an 
bei^iab suspected of working for 
ud guerrilla leader Abu MdaL Kba- 
ud fcid Birawi Thamcr, 31, and five 
the [tatiiaos were held on charges of 
belonging to outlawed guerrilla 
y [groups, they said. Thamer, de- 
ggiamed in Rome on. Monday and 
0 j^iccused of subverave association 
fj^tnd membership of an armed 
ir ^»nd, is subjected by investiga- 
jOQ£ 0 rs of' tekmpQ to Fateh Re- 
i^iolniionary council, the tigbt- 
■ ^tmt clandestine organisation led 
,w Abu Ntdal. The Italians, four 
P “neo and a woman, were taken 
ato custody in Bologna as so s- 
_ injected members of the left-wing 


. jaerrillas for Communism. 
P^bocuments found during the 
™ E iotogna raid showed the group 
contact with urban guerrillas 
if Germany’s Red Army faction 
tod the French Action Directe 
.poop, police said. 


By Jordan Times Staff Reporters 
in Washington 

JORDANIAN AND Palestinian 
chief negotiators failed to reach 
agreement with their Israeli coun- 
terpart yesterday on splitting the 
talks into two separate tracks, 
throwing the door open for the 
Americans to intervene in an 
effort to break the deadlock. 

Abdul Salam Majali and 
Haidar Abdul Shafi met again 
with the leader of the Israeli 
delegation, Eliyakim Rubenstein, 
in the corridor of the State De- 
partment, but the session pro- 
duced no accord on Arab insist- 
ence for separate Palestinian rep- 
resentation and Israeli rejection 


of this principle. 

The talks recessed at 1 p.m. 
(Washington time) when the 
Jordanian side had to meet with 
State Department officials for a 
pre-schedulcd session on multi- 
lateral talks. 

Dr. Majali later held a one-on- 
one session with Assistant Secret- 
ary of State for Near-East Affairs 
Edward Djerejian and discussed 
with him the deadlock reached 
with the Israelis in the bilateral 
talks. 

According to well-informed 
sources, Mr. Djerejian heard Dr. 
Majali's assessment and briefed 
him on the talks held earlier in 
the day between President 
George Bush and visiting Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy. 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuters 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein, who describes Jordan as 
a beacon for democracy in a 
region dominated by one-party 
states, has urged Arab leaders to 
follow the path of political plural- 
ism. 

“We cannot swim in the oppo- 
site direction and move upstream 
in a world that is moving towards 
greater democracy and popular 
participation,” said the 56-year- 
old King. 

“Many forms of governments 
are things of the past ... dicta- 
torships, one single party system, 
ideological armed forces ... we 
should take lessons from all these 
developments and really concen- 
trate on tire human being and 
serve his cause," he said. 

The King, the Arab World’s 
longest-serving ruler, said he 
wanted Jordan’s moves towards 
democracy to set an example to 
other states in the Middle East. 

“We are determined to keep 
going in that direction (democra- 


cy) and we believe that the role 
the Jordanians have is a 
tremendous one to provide a 
good example to the others," be 
said in an interview with Reuters 
and the international television 
news agency Visnews Monday. 

“There is abuse, there is a 
situation where mistakes are 
occurring, but hopefully we will 
learn from it ana with patience 
and perseverance we will get 
through to our objective of con- 
solidating a manner of life where 
human rights are respected, 
where there is balance, where 
there is greater sense of responsi- 
bility, where there is powershar- 
ing, harmony, where there is 
progress and a good example to 
present itself to others in this 
entire region. We are totally com- 
mitted to this course and we will 
continue to do onr best to see that 
this period is a period of con- 
solidation, of adjustment and that 
the future is in that direction. I 
can’t predict what and when we 
will have changes but I believe 
very soon hopefully the National 
Charter will translate itself into 


Moscow government to 
cease to exist in 2 weeks 


s Woman named 
British spy chief 

jONDON (AP) — Britain Mon- 
announced that a 56-year-old 
^nwnan would become the next 
““Jkad of its domestic intelligence 
71 “Service — a position that did not 
Officially exist unto two years 
Stella Rimington, deputy to 
oni fhe current director general of 
&.®ttl5. Sir Patrick Walker, is the 
M**nst woman to hold the position. 
n."»Her ap poi n tm ent is effective in 
ir^Cbruary when Mr. Walker re- 
Tbfires. Mrs. Rimington, a member 
f ganf the security, services for 22 
omteais, will be responsible for all 
it laSounter-intclligcnce activities in 
jh Britain and Northern Ireland. 
tns^That is no mere civil service 
^ipjmintcnent,'’ said Chapman 
^piPmcher, a veteran writer on 
Espionage. Tbe head of M15 is an 
j^oodministrator who is ultimately 
^teponable for rfw Mting coun- 
aiJy ?crespi°nage operations and 
-s'sjwdinating with other security 
^jprganisations, he said. The job 
[V 0*y& £77,500 pounds ($140,000) a 
or » rear * 

jjj^PIcco sent back 
V*> Mideast 

JNTTBD NATIONS (AP) — 
kcmtaiy^jeneral Javier Perez 
, * Cuellar said Tuesday that he 
IS as sent hs hostage negotiator, 
^nandomenico Picco, back to tbe 
j ffideast to try to wrap up the 


MOSCOW (AP) — Boris Yeltsin 
and Mikhail Gorbachev agreed 
Tuesday to dissolve the central 
Soviet government within two 
weeks, and both tbe Kremlin and 
state bank trill be transferred to 
Russian jurisdiction, Soviet 
media reported. 

The Russian and Soviet presi- 
dents met privately for two hours 
in tbe Kremlin, the red brick 
fortress along the Moscow River 
that has been the heart of power. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s spokesman, 
Pavel Voshchanov, said they 
agreed that the Soviet Union will 
stop- functioning by Jan. 1 and be 
replaced by Mr. Yeltsin’s new 
commonwealth of independent 
states, the independent Interfax 
news agency reported. 

The meeting came just one day 
after Mr. Yeltsin, the president of 
Russia, and Mr. Gorbachev, 
president of the collapsing Soviet 
central government, held talks 
with visiting Secretary of State 
James Baker. Mr. Baker con- 
tinued to meet tbe heads of 


Soviet republics on Tuesday, 
flying to Kirgizia and Kazakh- 
stan. (See page 8) 

Mr. Yeltsin told Mr. Baker 
during their meeting Monday that 
Russia trill seek the Soviet Un- 
ion’s “vacant" seat in the United 
Nations and on the U.N. Security 
Council. 

Earlier, Mr. Gorbachev’s 
spokesman had said the Soviet 
leader will accept the new com- 
monwealth once the parliaments 
of participating republics ratify it, 
and then will decide his own role. 

Mr. Gorbachev has said he 
would resign if a majority of the 
12 remaining Soviet republics 
joined tbe commonwealth, in- 
stead of preserving the central 
government he favours. 

Mr. Yeltsin told the Tuesday 
edition of the Rome-based daily 
La Republics that be sees no role 
for Mr. Gorbachev in the new 
commonwealth, and that the 
Soviet president should resign by 
mid-January. 


40 bodies recovered from 
Egyptian ferry wreck 


.ADeed him ” Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
Wjd*™ as he entered U.N. head- 
When asked whether 
y#%dr. Picco was currently needed 
sJPfc Middle East, the U.N. 
jdtiPvhief chuckled *nri nodded affir- 
: ^ r * Yerez de Cuellar 

^i^said he is trying to win free- 
o the last Western hostages 

in Lebanon, German relief 
.j^wtere Thomas Kemptner and 
StrueWg, resolve the 
^■grobtan of missing Israeli air- 
^D*7ton, persuade Israel to idtease 
frt Arab detainees it holds 

Lebanon, recover the 
^(notfies of slain American hos- 
and learn the fate of five 
J^ttssing Iranians, believed kid- 
jUff^ped aid killed in Lebanon. 


SAFAGA, Egypt (Agencies) — 
The Egyptian navy, helped by 
amateur divers, brought ashore 
35 corpses Tuesday from the 
sunken ferry Salem Express. 

One was the body of the cap- 
tain, Hassan Mourou. His 
brother wept and shouted on the 
quayside at Safaga as rescue 
workers carried the bodies on 
stretchers from an Egytpian gun- 
boat to waiting ambulances. 

Five bodies were recovered on 
Monday from the wreck off 
Egypt’s Red Sea coast. There 
wtni almost no chance of res- 
cuers finding more survivors 
among up to 476 people missing. 

Amateur divers from the Para- 
dise Diving Club swam down to 
the subme^ed wreck on Monday 
but reported no sign of life. 

“They found the boat and 
knocked on the hull to see if 
anyone was still alive,” said Marc 
Gnadinger, an instructor at the 
neighbouring Shams Safaga Di- 
ving Club. “There was no 


answer. 

The ferry hit a reef and sank 
late on Saturday as it took more 
than 650 crew and passengers, 
mostly Egyptian pilgrims and 
workers returning from Saudi 
Arabia, to the port of Safaga. 

Abdul Karim Gazzar, Cairo- 
based deputy chief of port secur- 
ity, and Dr. Basha Ramadan 
Mustafa, Safaga ’s chief medical 
officer, predicted first main effort 
to hauled bodies from the sunken 
vessel would yield 170. 

That prospect prompted au- 
thorities to intensify security 
a gainst possible trouble. More 
than 1,000 relatives of passengers 
and crewmen have converged on 
Safaga for news of loved ones 
since word spread of the sinking. 

Police barricaded a youth camp 
where the morgue was put in, 
using metallic beds as barriers. 
Helmeted riot police carrying 
batons and shields sealed off 
streets leading to the camp. 


*‘Dr. Majali told tbe American 
official that the Arab side has 
done everything possible to solve 
the issue of Palestinian repre- 
sentation along lines drawn in the 
U.S. letters of assurance and 
invitation, but that the Israelis 
persisted in their rejection of the 
two- track approach," one of the 
sources told the Jordan Times. 

“Dr. Majali made it clear that 
the joint delegation has had 
enough with Israeli procrastina- 
tion, and that we were fast 
approaching the point of asking 
for intervention from the co- 
sponsors to break the deadlock," 
the source added. 

The sources refused to say that 
the session entailed a Jordanian 
formal request from the Amer- 


King urges Arabs 
to adopt democracy 






facts in our lives ..." 

The King urged Arab leaders 
in the region to overcome their 
differences and unite to build for 
a future based on cooperation 
and democratic reform. 

“It could be a golden age for 
this entire area if we complement 
each other and try to build for an 
effective future instead of live in 
suspicion and fear and continue 
to have complexes over border 
problems that have to be re- 
solved. 

“If we lose this chance, years 
from now, when the area is not as 
important as it is for the rest of 
the world, what do we do?" he 
asked. 


Iraq rejects 

U.N. blame 
for war 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq Tuesday 
rejected a United Nations charge 
bolding it responsible for starting 
the eight-year war with Iran. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
quoted an unidentified Foreign 
Ministry spokesman blaming Iran 
for starting the war by shelling 
Iraqi towns and villages on Sept. 
4, 1980. The war is deemed to 
have started with an Iraqi inva- 
sion of Iran on Sept. 22. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar issued a state- 
ment last week blaming Iraq for 
the conflict. 

This sparked a statement by 
Iranian Vice-President Hassan 
Habibi on Monday demanding 
the payment of war reparations. 

The statement by tbe Iraqi 
spokesman appeared to be a 
direct response to Mr. Habibi. 

INA quoted the spokesman as 
saying Iranian officials “know 
very well that they themselves 
started the aggression against 
Iraq as they bombed with heavy 
artillery Iraq’s towns and villages 
on Sept. 4, 1980, carried on tbe 
war against Iraq, and then re- 
jected just peace based on inter- 
national legality and snubbed the 
U.N. Security Council’s author- 
ity." 

The spokesman added that 
Iraq, “while resisting aggression, 
had accepted the first U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 479 
(on the Iran-Iraq war), on Sept. 
28, 1980,” which had called for a 
ceasefire. 

“If tbe Iranian regime is ready 
for peace, Iraq is also ready,” the 
spokesman added. 

Iraq returns body 

Iraq has returned the body of 
former Iranian Oil Minister 
Mohammad Tondgouyan who 
Iran said was killed by Iraqis after 
being taken prisoner early in the 
198&88 war between the two 
countries. 

Offi cials of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross su- 
pervised Tuesday’s handover and 
the body was flown by helicopter 
to the western Iranian city of 

(Coatiimeri os page 5) 


icans to intervene, maintaining 
that the meeting at the State 
Department was pre-planned and 
took place only on the margin of 
discussions on the multilateral 
talks which are scheduled to take 
place in Moscow on Jan. 28-29. 

The Palestinian side was sche- 
duled to meet Mr. Djerejian and 
his aides at 3 p.m. (Washington 
time) to discuss the multilaterals, 
and another session between the 
Arab and Israeli negotiators was 
planned for 5 p.m. 

In the morning session, Dr. Majali 
and Dr. Abdul Shall handed Mr. 
Rubenstein a joint lener in which the 
said Israeli insistence on assigning the 
joint delegation the role of “a third 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.N. vote 
upstages 
peace talks 
in media 

Special from Washington 

TUESDAYS U.S. press coverage of 
the Middle East peace talks' was 
upstaged by front-page reports on the 
U.N. General Assembly’s repeal of 
the “Zionism is racism’* resolution. 
The Washington Post led with John 
Goshko’s report on the repeal, while 
the Philadelphia Inquirer ran Mr. 
Goshko's story with a large, full-page 
headline. A New York Times edito- 
rial diverged from the celebratory 
mood of most of the reports, and 
launched an attack on the Arab states 
who voted against repeal: “The pity is 
that most Arab states, including those 
ostensibly seeking peace with Israel, 
voted yet once again to impugn the 
very birthright of the Jewish state.” 
Reports noted Deputy Secretary of 
Stale Lawrence Eagiebtirger’s asser- 
tion that rescinding the resolution was 
“not linked to the peace process,” 
and Foreign Minister David Levy's 
caution that Israel is still reluctant to 
allow a greater U.N. role in the peace 
process. 

Reports on the future to resolve tbe 
impasse over the status of the Palesti- 
nian negotiators, as the Israelis re- 
jected a Palesti n ia n -Jordanian com- 
promise proposal, noted a darker 
mood and a sharpening of a tt a c ks by 
the Palestinians and Israelis. All re- 
ports highlighted Israeli spokesperson 
Benyamin Netanyahu's remark that 
Monday had “not been a good day for 
peace,” and Palestinian spokesperson 
Hanan Ashrawi’s comment that the 
“whole process is in serious jeopar- 
dy.'* 

USA Today suggested that there 
was more optimism on the Jordanian 
side, and quoted head negotiator 
Abdul Salam Majali as saying, “there 
is progress in that we changed written 
suggestions going from one side to tbe 
other to sitting together and getting 
practical.” 

The reports also discussed the pos- 
sibility that the Palestinians would ask 
the U.-S. to intervene should the 
deadlock persist, and Israeli crictism 
of this suggestion. According to Nora 
Boustany of the Washington Post, 
Palestinian negotiators “have repe- 
atedly met with State Department 
officials seeking a more active Amer- 
ican role in coaxing the Israelis to 
accept a compromise on tbe structure 
of the sessions.” The New York 
Times said Israeli negotiators reacted 
strongly to “Palestinian and Jorda- 
nian hints to reporters” that the 
Arabs might seek U.S. help in break- 
ing the deadlock, and quoted Israeli 
negotiator Etiyakim Rubenstein as 
saying, “negotiations should be done 
at the negotiating area, not through 
the media.” Mr. Netanyahu charged 
that the Palestinians were “engineer- 
ing talks-busters” aimed at obstruct- 
ing the talks, and thus inviting U.S. 

(Conthmed on page 5) 


Syria and Israel trade charges 


SYRIA AND Lebanon held 
separate biltaterai talks with 
Israel Wednesday, but no prog- 
ress was reported. 

Syrian Ambassador Muwaffak 
AUaf said the Israeli side has 
refused to discuss its commit- 
ments in the peace process. He 
said the Israeli attitude was the 
real obstacle to progress. He 
added that the Syrian delegation 
was willing to continue talks here 
as long as needed. 

Israeli negotiators accused 
Syria of supporting “terrorism" 
and said its vote agains t the Un- 
ited Nations repeal of the “Zion- 
ism equals racism” resolution 


showed that Damascus still did 
not recognise the legitimacy of 
the Jewish state. 

Until it did, there was no point 
even talking about the return of 
occupied territory, said chief 
Israeli negotiator Yossi Ben 
Aharon. 

“Before we broach this sub- 
ject, Syria must give us a signal 
that it is moving away from its 
previous rejectionist stance of de- 
legirimisation of Israel,” he said. 

Syria demands unconditional 
Israeli withdrawal from tbe occu- 
pied Golan Heights as part of 
U.N. Resolution 242, the legal 
basts for tbe negotiations. Israel 


contends it complied with the 
resolution by giving Sinai back to 
Egypt in tbe 1980s. 

“I am afraid there is the inten- 
tion by the Israeli delegation to 
consider tomorrow as the last day 
of this round so we are insisting 
we said we prefer as long as 
possible before Christmas." said 
Mr. AUaf. 

Mr. AUaf said Syria wanted the 
talks to stay in Washington and 
accused Israel of wasting time by 
raising anew its demand for the 
negotiations to move close to the 
Middle East. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Syria, Iran and PLO assail ‘Returnees 
U.N. vote; Israel jubilant should be 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syria, Iran 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) reacted 
furiously Tuesday to a United 
Nations vote repealing a 1975 
resolution equating Zionism with 
racism. 

A Syrian government newspap- 
er called tbe 111-25 vote Monday 
a “blow to freedom” and die 
PLO called it a “grave act that 
impedes the peace steps.” 
Tehran Radio said the move 
underscored U.S. domination of 
the United Nations and its effort 
to reward Israel for agreeing to 
talk peace with the Arabs. 

Tbe English-language Tehran 
Times said in an editorial pub- 
lished Wednesday: 

“The consequence has been to 
transfer the symbolic stain cast on 
Israel to the U.N. General 
Assembly itself, and one wonders 
where it will lead.” 

In Lebanon, one newspaper 
suggested the vote was a danger- 
ous precedent that could be fol- 
lowed by abrogation of resolu- 
tions seeking return to Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

Israeli President Chaim Herzog 
said Tuesday the United Nations 
“removed a shameful blot upon 


its good name” by repealing the 
resolution. 

“It of course symbolises the 
revolution in the world order that 
has occurred since those dark 
days when the resolution was 
passed,” added Mr. Herzog, who 
was Israel's U.N. ambassador 
when the General Assembly pas- 
sed the resolution. 

Palestinian leader Faisal Hus- 
seini said Tuesday the vote to 
repeal the resolution “is com- 
pletely missing the point" be- 
cause it does not address Israeli 
treatment of Palestinians. 

“Israeli repression of the 
Palestinian people and (Israel’s) 
denial of their national rights, 
foremost that of self- 
determination, is racist in ess- 
ence,” Mr. Husseini said in a 
statement. 

Mr. Husseini said government 
backing for Jewish settlers taking 
over homes in Arab Jerusalem 
shows how poorly Israel treats 
Palestinians. 

Elsewhere in the Middle East, 
there was little reaction to the 
vote, taken well after tbe dead- 
line of most newspapers. Official 

(Continued on page 5) 


Repeal of 3379 will not 
affect talks — analysts 


By Serene Haiasa 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The General 
Assembly’s vote oa Monday to 
repeal a 1975 resolution equating 
Zionism with racism will not 
have any direct effect on the 
ongoing Arab- Israeli peace talks 
in Washington, Jordanian 
analysts and observers maintain. 

According to many inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times 
Tuesday, the decision to repeal 
the resolution, at a time when 
the Israelis and Arabs are meet- 
ing in the American capital, wQl 
not hamper tbe talks between the 
two sides. Bnt it might “increase 
tbe tension and mistrust between 
diem,” as one observer put it. 

Those interviewed also agreed 
that tbe reason and the timing 
behind the American- led cam- 
paign to rescind Resolution 3379 
was part of an Israeli “pre- 
condition” to enter the peace 
process. 

Furthermore, the decision to 
revoke the resolution was aimed 
at “appeasing” the Israeli side, 
they said. 

The U.S. was nearly ready to 
push for tbe repeal in 1990, but 
decided against it in the wake of 


tbe Gulf crisis so as not to offend 
Arab members in the Wcstern- 
Arab coalition formed to drive 
Iraq out of Kuwait. 

“I don't think that the decision 
to repeal the resolution win have 
any direct effect on the ongoing 
peace talks in Washington be- 
cause both sides have come to 
these talks despite their will,” 
said Taher Hikmat. a renowned 
lawyer and former minister. 
“Tbe fact that it was done at this 
time is bound to increase tension 
and diminish u.S. credibility. '* 
Safwan Bataineh, an econom- 
ist and columnist, said that re- 
voking tbe resolution “wiD not 
■ do anything to change the intran- 
sigent position of tbe Israeli gov- 
ernment which has always been 
accustomed to a take-only rela- 
tionship with the West” 

Naser Tahbonb, a political sci- 
ence professor at the University 
of Jordan, said that a number of 
factors contributed to tbe fact 
that an overwhelming majority 
voted to repeal the resolution. 
These factors include the state of 
the Arab World in the post-Gulf 
war period, the absence of a 
bipolar system, tbe strength of 

(Contfrreed cm page 5) 


an issue in 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan wants 
the plight of Palestinians dis- 
placed from Kuwait in the wake 
of the Gulf crisis to be on the 
agenda of the current Middle 
East peace talks. His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan said 
Tuesday. 

“It does seem appropriate to 
place the issue of mass displace- 
ment firmly in this wide interna- 
tional arena, for it would thereby 
be accorded the importance and 
exposure that it both requires and 
deserves,” the Prince told round- 
table At Evian les Bains, France. 

The roundtable, on the move- 
ments of people in the 1990s. is 
organised- by the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

In his address, delivered on his 
behalf, Prince Hassan listed four 
factors which he said made the 
impact of this return of hundreds 
of thousands to Jordan particular- 
ly severe. 

He said that those returning to 
Jordan ‘'included a large propor- 
tion of dependents bringing with 
them all their human needs and 
wants." 

This, be said, “placed 
tremendous strain upon both the 
private and public welfare ser- 
vices in tbe country." 

Prince Hassan said that “a high 
proportion of the returnees to The 
Kingdom had been born and 
brought up abroad with limited 
links with little direct experience 
of Jordan." 

This means that most of the 
displaced cannot be said to be 
returning to a homeland that they 
know. Prince Hassan observed. 

He said that a third factor 
relates to the Kingdom’s ordeal 
of having to cope with several 
human waves within a short space 
of time. “The exodus in anticipa- 
tion of war that occurred in the 
period after the invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990 and the flight 
from Kuwait afterwards were the 
times of greatest strain for Jor- 
dan,” he noted. Furthermore, it 
has to be pointed out that Jordan 
accommodates the highest prop- 
ortion of refugees to indigenous 
population in tbe world at a time 
when the Kingdom is being beset 
by economic difficulties created 
before the mass return of the 
displaced people, the Prince 
noted. He said nearly “one in 

(Conthmed on page 5) 


Confidence vote pushes crisis to backburner 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The vote of confidence 
in the government of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Monday 
mwik to have difiised die crisis be- 
tween tbe legislative and executive 
branches of government which has 
maned the Jordanian political scene 
over the last three months. 

Yet tbe fact that 27 deputies out of 
80 casted a negative vote in the 
cabinet and a reading of the speeches 
delivered by the deputies indicate 
that peace talks with Israel and the 
debate over political freedoms could 
still raise future conflicts between the 
government and Parliament. 

In his response to the Lower House 
Sharif Zeid made it dear that Jordan 
remained committed to the peace 
talks but wQl not accept a settlement 
that will compromise Jordan's 
sovereignty or the Palestinian nation- 
al rights. He also pledged to pursue 
steps that will consolidate the demo- 
cratisation process. 

Sharif Zeid's assurances are doc 


expected to change the hardline posi- 
tion of the opponents of the peace 
talks, especially the Muslim Brother- 
hood. His implied declaration that 
Jordan shall not succumb to economic 
and political pressure, however, is 
expected to tone down the tension 
arsing from public sce p ticism over 
the direction of the peace negotia- 
tions. 

Judging by tbe voting pattern, and 
the deputies’ speeches there are two 
forms of opposition to the peace 
process in the Parliament: 

— A categorical opposition to the 
idea of talks with Israel, voiced by the 
Brotherhood, leftist deputies Fakhri 
Kawar, Mansour Mound and Hosni 
Shiah and Arab nationalist parlia- 
mentarians. 

— Opposition to the terms of the 
current peace talks that characterise 
tbe attitude of some prominent leftist 


Sharif Zeid’s reaffirmation of tbe 
government's unreadiness to com- 
promise win definitely help in bring- 
ing about a smoother relationship 
between the cabinet and the left. 


according to analysts. 

Yet this relationship wQl highly 
depend on tbe course of the peace 
process and how concerte the official 
Jordanian position remains through- 
out the talks, the analysts maintain. 

Tbe Brotherhood, which reitareted 
its outright rejection of the talks, has 
toned down its language and avoided 
direct attacks on the government. 

The Brotherhood's position indi- 
cates that the movement will avoid 
any tense relationship with the new 
government, unlike its attitude to- 
wards the government of former 
Prime Minister Taher A1 Masri. 

The conservative Constitution 
Bloc, which joined forces with the 
Brotherhood last October in a call for 
Mr. Masri's resgination, has granted 
the vote of confidence as expected 
because it is a partner in the govern- 
ment and since its position is moti- 
vated by the power struggle over 
influence in the cabinet rather than by 
specific political issues. 

According to analysts. Sharif Zeid 
has soogbt to accommodate die con- 
servatives in an attempt to difnse tbe 


increasing tension between Parlia- 
ment and the executive. 

In tbe view of sources dose to tbe 
cabinet Mr. Masri has erred in taking 
steps that alienated the traditional 
constitutionalists. 

Other political observers, argue 
that Mr. Masri was trying to establish 
a new tradition that broaden political 
participation. 

Mr. Masri regsined last month alter 
failing to secure the full backing of his 
main organised allies, the Jordan 
Arab National Democratic Alliance 
(JANDA), a coalition of leftists, 
nationalists and liberate, after he 
could not deliver a complete repeal of 
martial law. 

Tbe new cabinet will free the same 
challenge, the observers argue, as 
demands for the repeal of martial law 
are expected to continue. 

Therefore, steps t o wards removing 
afl restrictions on political freedoms 
and paving the way for political plur- 
alism reamin, in the view of political 

(Conthmed on page 5) 




Middle East News 


Little chance of quick 
easing of Iraq sanctions, 


U.N. official indicates 

Baghdad has not complied with Gulf war 
ceasefire conditions so far, Ekeus asserts 


By P.V. Vrrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — There is little 
chance of any easing of the inter- 
national sanctions imposed 
against Iraq after its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait unless and 
until Baghdad discloses what in- 
ternational inspectors believe to 
be remaining secrets of its nuclear 
weapons programme and details 
of its stocks of ballistic missiles, a 
senior U.N. official indicated 
Tuesday. 

“We know that they (Iraq ) are 
concealing a major component of 
their nudear weapons program- 
me,*' said Rolf Ekeus, head of 
the U.N. special commission en- 
trusted with eliminating Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction 
under Security Council Resolu- 
tion 6 87 adopted in April this 
year. 

The resolution, which laid 
down U.N. terms and conditions 
for formally ending the Gulf war 
over Kuwait, “linked Iraqi de- 
monstration of good behaviour in 
the area of cooperating with the 
U.N. in destroying its weapons of 
mass destruction,” Mr. Ekeus 
told a satellite press conference 
monitored in Amman. 

“Iraq has so far not complied 
with that resolution,” said the 
Swedish diplomat. “And the 
(Security) Council has decided 
that as long as Iraq is not com- 
plying the economic sanctions 
wUl remain in force,” he said in 
answer to questions from journal- 
ists based in Cairo, Sanaa, New 
Delhi and Riyadh. 

The essence of the U.N. offi- 
cial’s confident comments under- 
lined the the vulnerability ard 
overwhelming pressure that Iraq 
finds . itself exposed to in the 
aftermath of the Gulf war. 

Asked whether a formula could 
be found to ease the deteriorating 
food and health situation of the 
Iraqi people as a result of the 
international embargo, Mr. 
Ekeus described as “ges/spons" a 
U.N. Sanctions Commi&ee deci- 
sion to “allow” Iraq to sell $1.6 
billion in oil — “most of which be 
spent on buying food and medi- 
cine” — and blamed Iraq for not 
accepting the “offer." 

International experts and U.N. 
officials say that Iraq would be 
fortunate if it receives a net $800 
million from the oil sales since the 
proceeds will be channelled 
through a U.N. committee, which 
will set aside 30 per cent for war 
reparations and an as yet undis- 
closed amount to support U.N. 
ceasefire monitoring operations 
as well as to pay for the elimina- 
tion of Iraq’s weapons. 

The estimated $800 million will 
not be sufficient to feed Iraq’s 18 
million people for a period more 
than two months, experts say. 

Baghdad, saying the limited 
one-time sale of oil will be a 
violation of its sovereignty, has 
refused to accept the U.N. deci- 
sion and is demanding that the 
West unfreeze Iraq’s estimated $4 
billion in bank accounts and 
assets frozen as part of the U.N. 
punitive measure imposed after 
die invasion of Kuwait. 

• According to Mr. Ekeus, who 
obviously took extreme care to 
limit his comments to strictly 
within the realm of the mandate 
given to the commission, the 
Security Council resolutions on 
the Gulf crisis have nothing to do 
with the “question of leadership 
in Iraq.” 

The resolutions “concentrate 
on the importance of eliminating 
weapons of mass destruction ... 


(and are) enforced, inter alia, to 
compel Iraq to go along with the 
resolutions,” he said. “Iraq is 
treated as an entity and member 
of the U.N.” 

The United States and Britain, 
tire two de facto leaders of the 
Security Council, have repeatedly 
said that the sanctions against 
Iraq will remain in place as long 
as President Saddam Hussein re- 
mains in power. 

Mr. Ekeus said the commission 
he heads wants to ensure that all 
weapons-produdng and research 
capabilities of Iraq are eliminated 
and that Iraq will not be able to 
reacquire them at any point. 

In a witting or unwitting tribute 
to the innovative nature of Iraq, 
Mr. Ekeus accused Baghdad of 
“systematic concealment” its 
nudear programme from interna- 
tional agencies and asserted that 
the record of the country had 
proved that if it regains a “good 
financial condition,” then it 
would be very easy for it to 
“combine the resources and hu- 
man knowledge” to reacquire its 
military capabilities. 

Towards foiling such a course 
of events, he explained, the com- 
mission has adopted a two-track 
approach: One aimed at remov- 
ing all “remnants” of Iraq’s 
weapons and research facilities 
and the other involving monitor- 
ing measures which will govern 
aD future research and chemical 
industries in foe country. 

The Iraqi authorities are 
cooperating well in foe process of 
destroying the facilities and mate- 
rial Baghdad has declared to the 
U.N. committee, he said. “We 
have no complaints in this re- 
gard.” 

Bat U.N. inspectors are seek- 
ing statistics on the number of 
Scud missiles Iraq used in the 
1980-88 war with Iran to establish 
whether Iraq is concealing any 
more of the long-range missiles of 
the type it used to it pound Israel 
and Saudi Arabia during the war 
...gvesr Kuwait, this year. 

The commission, which has 


jpaid 24 “major inspection visits 
? "and numerous other missions to 
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involved,” he said. “It is also 
something we have to sort out in 
cooperation with Iraqi author- 
ities. In this area the Iraqi gov- 
ernment is quite forthcoming ... 
but it is a huge task.” 

Experts have estimated that 
foe job of destroying Iraq’s che- 
mical weapons could not be com- 
pleted before mid- 1993, implying 
that foe option was open to the 
Security Council to maintain the 
sanctions against Iraq until the 
total elimination of Iraq's arsenal 
in line with the technical language 
of the related resolution. 

— U.N. teams have found 
“facilities for advanced research” 
for biological weapons — “we 
have identified foe programme 
and identified those who worked 
in it” — but no indication of an 
active production programme. 
“We hope there is no active 
production programme,” Mr. 
Ekeus said. 


Iraq” after the war, knows 
“roughly how many (Saids) had 
been delivered (to Iraq) over the 
years from the Soviet Union" and 
how many it used during the 
recent war, Mr. Ekeus said. 

“We don’t have any figures on 
how many were used in the Iran- 
Iraq war. We are trying to figure 
that out so that we know exactly 
whether there arc any missiles 
left We have concern that some 
may still be left in Iraq and we are 
con turning our efforts.” 

Asked when be expected his 
mission to be completed, the 
Swedish diplomat blamed Iraq 
for placing “obstacles,'’ and said: 

“We cannot say that the teeth 
have been pulled from the Iraqi 
nuclear programme. Iraq has not 
disclosed foe extent of (its nuc- 
lear) programme and we find that 
there is a tendency on the part of 
foe Iraqi authorities to save what 
is possible. 

“We’d like to report to the 
Security Council soon as possible 
that they (Iraq) have mapped out 
everything, (and) now we are on 
the track of destroying the mate- 
rial and production capabilities. 
But Iraq is not forthcoming. I’ve 
told them if they open up their 
secrets, their hiding places and 
rest of the missiles programme — 
this is a matter of a month, a 
couple of months.” 

The conditional optimism that 
was inherent here was missing in 
comments Mr. Ekeus made al 
various other points during the 


According to Mr. Ekeus, die 
Iraqis had removed a “major” 
part of documents related to its 
nuclear weapons programme im- 
mediately before U.N. inspectors 
visited foe offices of the Iraqi 
Nudear Energy Commission in 
September. The inspection, con- 
pled with a U.N. demand for 
documents found in the building, 
led to a three-day stand-off at a 
Ba^td^pariringIot,he recalled. 

He said in. addition to foe 
documents that the Iraqis 
allegedly removed from the 
budding, the U.N. team was also 
drprived of a part of documents 
that' they actually saw in foe 
budding. 

Judging from foe documents 
that were available to the team, 
Mr. Eke ns said, experts estab- 
lished the existence of a nudear 
programme of a much larger 
magnitude- than expected and 
now the committee is demanding 
that Iraq hand over the entire set 
of documents, including those 
allegedly removed as well as 
those “held back" from the team. 

“They have been trying in va- 
rious ways to enrich uranium to 
weapon-grade and quality for a 
bomb,” he said. “Iraq had a large 
programe to acquire the technol- 
ogy and engineering skdl in order 
to put together a trigger package 
for the bomb and had also started 
research work on delivery sys- 
tems.” 

“What the U.N. has managed 
to do so far is stop that develop- 
ment and identify the major part 
of that programme,” he said. 
“We believe that we have done 
that. We are now in the process 
of removing nudear material 
from Iraq and the production 
material will be destroyed.” 

Mr. Ekeus said the plans tha 
the co mmi t te e has drawn up for 
Iraq include close monitoring of 
every aspect of chemical research 
conducted in Iraq — inducting 
facilities producing immunisation 
vaccines for babies. 


Kurds 


starting 
to return 


home, 

UNHCR 


says 


satellite press conference, which 
was monitored at the American 
Cultural Centre by the United 
States Information Service in 
Amman. 

In general terms, he said: 

. — Iraq had advanced research 
and production facilities for che- 
mical weapons for offensive pur- 
poses. About 46,000 pieces of 
filled ammunition — nerve gas 
and mustard gas — and 75,000 to 
80,000 unfilled ammunition were 
found and 11,000 of latter categ- 
ory have already been destroyed. 

“To destroy those filled 
ammunition is very dangerous, 
very complex with a very high- 


“There are no reports and no 
evidence of shelling. This might 
have encouraged people to go 
back to their bouses.” Mr. 
Mourn tzis said. 

He said many of the 3,742 who 
went home were carried by U.N. 
trucks. 

Relief workers say Pneumonia 
and other respiratory diseases are 
increasing in foe camps, where 
children go barefoot in mud and 
freezing rain. 

Iraq said on Sunday that more 
than 6,000 Kurds had returned to 
foe oil city of Kirkuk following 
the lifting of emergency measures 
imposed after its army crushed 
the rebellion in March. 


UNHCR could not confirm the 
5 figure but said some people were 
moving back to Kirkuk. 

Mr. Moumtzis said another 
I 1,000 Kurdish refugees had re- 
turned from Iran, almost 500 of 
them through the northern pro- 
vince of Ertril, but 100,000 re- 
mained on the Iranian side of the 

btiti iE* ■ 

■ J Fhe : 'fraqi government has re-- 
cerltfy made several goodwill ges- 
tures to encourage Kurdish lead- 
ers to sign an autonomy agree- 
ment aimed at ending a stand-off 
between guerrillas and Iraqi gov- 
ernment troops. 

It has lifted long-time restric- 
tions banning Kurds from acquir- 
ing property in Kirkuk and has 
dropped a requirement that 
members of the Kurds’ local par- 
liament demonstrate allegiance to 
the ruling Baath Party. 

U.N. officials say there is no 
sign that Baghdad has lifted a 
food and fuel blockade imposed 
on foe north to put pressure on 
negotiations. 

In Beirut an Iraqi opposition 
group said on Tuesday that the 
world’s highest-ranking Shiite 
Muslim scholar was gravely ill 
and accused Iraq of denying him 
special medical treatment. 

In a statement issued in Beirut, 
the Supreme Council of foe Isla- 
mic Revolution in Iraq (SCIR1), 
said Grand Ayatollah Abolaqas- 
sem Al Khoei’s health bad de- 
teriorated since Friday. Ayatol- 
lah Khoei lives in the southern 
Ira qi ho ly city of Najaf. 

SCIRI said Ayatollah Khoei's 
doctor was unable to diagnose the ! 
illness so asked for a foreign 1 
medical team to examine the ! 
scholar. Iraqi authorities refused | 
and sent more security men to 
surround Ayatollah Khoei’s 
house, h asserted. 

SCIRI said Ayatollah Khoei, 
who is over 90, was vomiting and , 
suffered from intestinal pain. 
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U.N. vote to repeal 15/75 Zionism resolution 


BAGHDAD (R) — Kurdish re- 
fugees displaced by recent fight- 
ing are starting to come down 
from the mountains of northern 
Iraq, a U.N. official said Tues- 
day. 

“A significant movement 
seems to be starting again,” 
Panos Moumtzis, information 
officer for the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees, (UNHCR), told Reuters. 

He said about 4,000 people, 
encouraged by a lull in fighting 
between Iraqi troops and Kurdish 
guerrillas, moved down from the 
towns of Penjwin and Said Sadiq 
last week to escape bitter moun- 
tain cold. 

The U.N. has been feeding, 
dothing and shelters hundreds of 
thousands of Kurds since a post- 
Guif war rebellion against Bagh- 
dad failed in March. 

About 200,000 Kurds fled fresh 
Iraqi army attacks in foe past 
month, many taking sanctuary in 
muddy refugee camps around 
Penjwin, the United Nations 
says. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
1975 General Assembly resolu- 
tion declaring Zionism to be a 
form of racism was repealed on 
Monday by 111 votes in favour, 
25 against, with 13 abstentions. 

In 1975, the vote was 72 in 
favour, 35 against and 32 absten- 
tions. 

Following is a list of how states 
voted in Monday’s peril and which 
nations switched their votes com- 
pared to 1975. 

In favour of repeal (111 na- 
tions): 

Albania, Anfigna-Barbuda, 
Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Byelorus- 
sia, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhu- 
tan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Burundi, Cambodia, 
Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, 
Central African Republic, Chile, 
Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, 
Ivory Coast, Cyprus, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Denmark, Dominica, 
Domincan Republic, Ecuador, El 
.Salvador, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, 
France, Gabon, Gambia, Ger- 
many, Greece, Grenada, Guate- 
mala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 


Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan and 
Kenya. 

Also, Latvia, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxem- 
bourg, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Malta, Marshall Islands, Me- 
xico, Micronesia, Mongolia 
Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, 
the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, 
P anama, Papua New Guinea, Pa- 
raguay, Peru, the Philippines, Po- 
land, Portugal, South Korea, 
Romania, Rwanda, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and 
foe Grenadines, Samoa, Sao * 
Tome and Principe, Seychelles, 
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solo- 
mon Islands, Spain, Suriname, 
Swaziland, Sweden, Thailand, 
Togo, Ukraine, the Soviet Un- 
ion, Britain, foie United States, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugosla- 
via, Zaire and 7-amhia. 

Against repeal (25 nations): 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bang- 
ladesh, Brunei, Cuba, North 
Korea, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jor- 
, dan, Lebanon, Iibya, Malaysia, 
Mali, Mauritania, Pakistan, 


Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan. Syria, foe Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Vietnam and 
Yemen. 

Abstentions (13 nations): 

Angola, Burkina Faso, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Laos, Mal- 
dives, Mauritius, Myanmar (Bur- 
ma), Trinidad and Tobago, Tur- 
key, Uganda, Tanzania and Zim- 
babwe. 

Absent or not participating : 

Bahrain, Chad, China, Com- 
oros, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Guinea, Guam, Bissau, 
Kuwait, Morocco, Niger, Oman, 
Senegal, South Africa (sus- 
pended from the General Assem- 
bly since 1974), Tunisia and 
Vanuatu. 

Thirty Nations who supported 
the 1975 resolution equating 
Zionism with Racism Monday 
switched positions in favour of 
repeal (foe General Assembly in 
1975 had 142 members compared 
to 166 today). 

They are: Albania, Brazil, Bul- 
garia, Burundi, Belarus, Cambo- 
dia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, 
Congo, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, 


Benin, Gambia, Grenada 
Guyana, Hungary, India, 
gascar, Malta, Mexico, Mongo. ‘ 
ha, Mozambique, Nigeria, In- 
land, Portugal, Rwanda, 'Sao 
Tome and Principe, Ukraine, ife 
Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. 

Another 18 nations who voted 
in favour of 1975 resolution either 


abstained or fod not particiapte in 


Monday’s vote for repeal. They -S 
are: Bahrain, Chad, Chiral -V : 
Egypt, Equatorial Guinea! > 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kuwait, 
Laos, Maldives, Morocco, Nks- ' 
Oman, Senegal, Tunisia, Tari^ 
Uganda and Tanzania ’ 

And a third" group of 27 states . ‘ 
who abstained or did not take ; 
part in the 1975 vote switched in • 
favour of repeal 00 Monday. 
They are: Argentina, Btatia, >■ 
Botswana, Chile, Colombia, \ 
Ecuador, Gabon, Greece, Guat& K 
mala, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, 
Lesotho, Nepal, Papua New \- 
Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, PhiMp. ^ 
panes, Romania, Sierre Leone, '[ 
Singapore, Spain, Thailand, 
Togo, Venezuela, Zaire and ", 
Zambia. 


Kabul steps up overtures to former Afghan monarch 


f 


KABUL (AP) — President Na- 
jibullafa’s government has step- 
ped up overtures to foe former 
king of Afghanistan, trying to get 
him to come home after 18 years 
in exile and help restore peace to 
this war-torn country. 

The former king, Zaher Shah, 
was overthrown by a cousin, 
Mohammad Daoud, in 1973 
while in Italy for medical treat- 
ment. 

Mr. Daoud, often blamed for 
opening the door to the commun- 
ists, was ousted five years later in 
a bloddy palace coup that instal- 
led a government sympathetic to 
Moscow. 

. The Soviet Union is preparing 
to end military involvement in 
Afghanistan on Jan. 1 and Zaher 
Shah is increasingly mentioned in 
Afghanistan as the only Afghan 
with enough stature to lead a 
transitional government that 
could one day oversee national 
elections. 

The 77-year-old former 
monarch kept silent vigil in his 
villa near Rome as the Soviet- 
backed government battled U.S.- 
supported rebels for nore than 13 
years. The fighting has left at 
least 1.5 million Afghans dead. 


more than three million maimed 
or wounded and five million more 
in exile in Pakistan and Iran. 

For many Afghans, only Zaher 
Shah can rally most of their coun- 
trymen to peace. But this time be 
would return home not as Zaher 
Shah, the former (ting, but as 
Zaher Khan, the commoner. 


and the nine-year intervention in 
Af ghanistan by foe Red Army. 

The last of the 115,000 Soviet 
soldiers retained home in Febru- 
ary 1989. 


“The reason this war has lasted 
13 years has been because of the 
lack of unity. Afghans need solid 
leadership during -a transitional 
period, someone who can unify 
the nation. And foe most popular 
person in Afghanistan today is 
the former king,” said Zia Nas- 
sry, an Afghan who heads a New 
York-based umbrella group rep- 
resenting Afghans in foe United 
States and Europe and supporters 
of fo ex-king in Afghanistan. 


“We want to express the wish 
of foe silent majority of Afghanis- 
tan, those who have been the 
victims of this war,” said Mr. 
Nassry. He declines to give an 
estimate of bow many Afghans 
are associated with his group. 

Mr. Nassry and other royalists 
in Kabul organised a march last 
month but police broke up the 
rally following fights. 


Mr. Nassry returned home last 
month after 20 years and plans to 
lead a pro-king demonstration on 
Dec. 28. The government has 
said peaceful demonstrations are 
permitted under the constitution 
and has given its approval. 

The rally and march through 
Kabul’s central business district 
will also mark the 12th 
anniversary of foe Soviet invasion 


The mention of Zaher Shah’s 
name inflames passions on both 
sides. 

Many fondly remember him as 
reigning over an Afghanistan at 
peace. Others say that in four 
decades in power he did nothing 
to help Afghans still living in 
dried mud houses. 

The fundamentalist rebels 
based in Pakistan oppose the 
king, saying he would restore the 
feudal monarch that was abo- 
lished by bis cousin. Some fun- 
damentalist leaders threaten to 
kill him if he sets foot on Afghan 
soil again. 


Even American backers of the 
rebels express doubt about the 
King, saying they are suspicious 
about the ambitions of some; of 
his dose aides and relatives.; 

The possibility of Zaber Shah’s 
return was brought to foe fere 
following the agreement in noiid- 
September by the United States 
and the Soviet Union to stop'.all 
weapons shipments to their war- 
ring clients by Jan. 1. 

Within days, Mr. Najibufiafa 
restored Zaher Shah’s ritizensMp 
— revoked following foe 1978 
coup — and said he and his family 
could return home anytime. : 
The invitation has been repe- 
ated several tiroes since. 

Supporters of Zaher Shah say 
there is no way he will return' as 
long as Mr. NajibuUah and jus 
Watan (Homeland) party hol«\ 
power. - 

“If be insists on remaining as presdenl 
the former king still not come ” said 


Talier Shah and now chief of the pro- 
monarchist National Salvation Society. 

Bat government and diplomatic sources 
say time have been contacts between the 
fanner king and tbe Kabo! government m 
die past year. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


2 killed, 16 wounded in Kuwait blast 


Iran says former oil minister died in Iraq 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Two Kuwaitis were killed and sixteen 
wounded when a piece of ordnance left behind by the Iraqi army 
exploded after two young men lifted it and threw it on the ground, 
the ministry of information said Tuesday. Hundreds of Kuwaitis 
have been wounded by unexploded ordnance littering the counter 
since Che Gulf war. Health Minister Abdul Wahah Al Fawzan said 
recently that hospitals are still getting two to three cases a day of 
injuries caused by ordnance. 


PLO leader to visit China this week 


PEKING (AP) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) leader 
Yasser Arafat is scheduled to arrive in China Thursday for an 
official visit, the Foreign Ministry announced Tuesday. The 
announcement, carried by foe state-run Xinhua news agency, said 
Chinese President Yang Shangkun had invited Mr. Arafat to visit 
China. The report did not say bow long Mr. Arafat would be in 
China. Xinhua gave no details on foe purpose of the visit, but Mr. 
Arafat is expected to discuss Middle East peace negotiations under 
way in Washington and China's increasing contacts and exchanges 
with Israel. China and Israel, which do not have diplomatic 
relations, have recently increased contacts, raising speculation that 
preparations are being made to establish formal links. Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy said last week that Israel and China 
are “marching towards the establishment of diplomatic ties.” 
Israeli Defence Minister Moshe Arens came to Peking on a secret 
trip in November, becoming the first Israeli cabinet member to visit 
China. China has strong ties with most Arab states and foe PLO. In 
late November, Premier Li Peng said m a message to the 
Palestinians that the sovereignty ami security of Israel should be 
guaranteed. China has said in the past it will not normalise 
relations with Israel until the Jewish state withdraws from foe 
occupied Arab territories. Mr. Arafat has visited China several 
times. His last official visit to China was in October 1989. During 
that visit, China gave Mr. Arafat full honours as a visiting head of 
state. China was one of foe first countries to recognise the 
Palestinian state and Mr. Arafat's role as president of it. Most 
Western nations do not jrecognise a Palestinian state. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Tuesday its former Oil Minister 
Mohammad Javad Tondgouyan, captured early in foe 198&-88 
Iran-Iraq war, had died in captivity in Iraq. Iranian radio said the 
'former minister’s body was due to brought to Iran later in the day. 
Tbe Iranian news agency IRNA earlier quoted an Oil Ministry 
official as saying Mr. Tondgouyan’s wife and his former deputy 
went to Iraq to identify the body. The IRNA report, monitored in 
Nicosia, did not refer to the circumstances of Mr. Tondgouyan's 
death but tbe radio said foe former minister was killed by Iraqi 
forces. Until earlier this year, Iran made repeated calls for Mr. 
Tondgouyan's release, saying the only Iranian minister taken 
prisoner by Iraq during the eight-year war was alive. Mr. 
Tondgouyan and several other Oil Ministry officials were captured 
by Iraqi soldiers while inspecting oil installations in foe southwest- 
ern Kbuzestan province which Iraq invaded in September, 1980. 
Among those captured with Mr. Tondgouyan was his deputy 
Mohsen Yahyavi, who identified his body in Iraq. Mr. Yahyavi was 
freed last year after Iraq withdrew from Iran and agreed to swap 
thousands of prisoners-of-war. 


Dem janjuk says he thinks he will be freed 


CLEVELAND (AP) — A former autoworker given the death- 
sentence by an Israeli court for atrocities committed in World War! 
II said in a telephone interview from prison that he believes be wiD; 
be exonerated. John Demjanjok, formerly a suburban Cleveland,- 
was convicted by tbe Israeli court in 1988, accused of being “Ivan 
the terrible,” a guard at foe Treblinka concentration camp in- 
wartime Poland. Sentenced to death, Mr. Demjanjuk has an 
appeal pending before tbe Israeli supreme court. Survivors fronr 
the camp identified Mr. Demjanjuk - as the guard Ivan. But 
Demjanjuk and his defenders, including U.S. Congressman James 
Traficant, an Ohio Democrat, have said he is a victim of mistaken: 
identity. Mr. Tarficant has said he has new evidence that be 
believes can show Mr. Demjanjnk is innocent but has refused to 
elaborate. In a telephone interview with WJW-TV.in Ohio. Mr. 
Demjanjuk said Monday he hopes to be freed soon. “I think now 
you've got the proof,” Mr. Demjanjuk said, also without elaborat- 
ing. “I tell you, if there’s truth in the court, I should be craning 
home,” be said. -■ 
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(J.T.) — Distinguished 
* ^Tofdaman athletes and sportsmen 
^Tfc'wiO be honoured by His Majesty 
fifing Hussein at a special cere- 
'-to be held at A1 Hussein 
*, Tr^fouth -City today, 
fljjj \ Those to ' be honoured are 
5d w- 'Jordanian athletes who excelled 
a^iij their petfonhance at Arab, 
<a i5* Asian ami international games 
championships performing 
individually or within groups 
to the Ministry of 

u Youth- 

^Vv 1 - Among those to be honoured 
the ceremony will be athletes 
ft who won the gold, silver and 
l^Jhronze' medals in the intern ation- 
and Arab championships held 
w&i the 199G-91 sports season. The 
^ ministry said that the team of 
Prtl " athletes which won one of three 
in these 

fabo will be honoured. 

4 



ROYAL VISIT — His Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday visited the General Command of the 
. Jordanian Armed Forces where be was received 
by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
Marshal Fathi Abu Taleb, the chief of staff of the 
land forces, the chief of staff of the Royal Air 
Force, several of the chairmen of the joint chiefs 


off staff assista n ts and the inspector general. King 
Hussein met with Marshal Abu Taleb for a period 
of time and discussed with him issues of concern to 
the Armed Forces. King Hussein was accompa- 
nied on the visit by EEs Royal Highness Prince 
Tab! Ben Mohammad, the King’s military secret- 
ary. 


ibnv_„ 


Films to portray 
plight of Palestinians 


" By Sana Atiyeh • 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Far from 
Home” and “Testimonies of 
Palestinian Children During 
V Times of War” are the iwq 
films that open the week-long 
Palestinian film festival this 
evening at Abdul Hamid Sho- 
J man Foundation. 

The festival focuses on films 
made by Qais A1 Zubeidi, an 
Iraqi who will discuss the two 
_■ films with the audience later in 
the evening. 

“This is the first time my 
films will be screened within a 
ihc^Jr complete programme,” Mr. 
Zubeidi. told journalists Tues- 
day. 

His latest documentary film, 
“A Voice in Deaf Times”, 
portraying Israeli lawyer Feli- 
cia Langer who defends 
P alestinian rights, was broad- 
cast' on Jordan Television last 
week — the only JV statioq, 
that accepted to air the 

“The film, could have mad? 
it 'if ft- fPcTenS^idr the CfiUF- 
war,” Mr. Zubeidi said, adding 
that while he was filming, die 
documentary, the war broke 
out, and “the Palestinian issue 
and intifada dropped from the 
top of the ladder to the bot- 
tom.” 

'The Palestinian issue be- 
came a taboo ” to Western 
television stations, Mr. 
Zubeidi said. The companies 
- that had shown interest in 
buying the film while it was 
being produced refused to take 
it .when it finished, be said. 

- Jordan Television screened 
the film on the fourth 
anniversary of the Palestinian 
. intifada, also Ms. Langer's 
birthday. Mr. Zubeidi noted 
that last year on the same day, 
Dec:- 9, the Jewish lawyer had 
also received the “alternative 
‘ noble prize.” 

"She said she considered 
. that broadcasting this film as 
1 the most important prize be- 
cause “these people I love and 
defend saw that I didn’t escape 
from the front,” Mr. Zubeidi, 
quoting Ms. Langer, said. 

“The telephone calls I re- 
■ ceived from the West Bank 
• afte; they had seen the film 


was the best gift 1 received on 
my birthday," Ms. Langer had 
said after JTV aired the film. 

The Jewish lawyer left Israel 
to protest the Israeli -oppresSon 
against the Palestinian people 
in the occupied territories. She 
moved to Germany where she 
dedicates her life as a political 
activist for the Palestinian 
cause. 

Mr. Zubeidi. who is current- 
ly residing in Berlin, started his 
career as a filmmaker in 1969 
with his 13-minute 
documentary “Far From 
Home” about the daily lives of 
Palestinians from a refugee 
camp outside Damascus. Since 
then, the director has made 15 
other films and received 
awards from Leipzig Interna- 
tional Documentary Film Fes- 
tivals in Germany. 

Most of his films are 
documentaries focusing on the 
Palestinian people and the 
cause of Palestine. For several 
years, Mr. Zubeidi Jieaded the_ 
'CSeraa Section' afthePaiestine - 
Liberation . Organisation’s 
(PLO) Cultural Department. 

Shoman Foundation screens 
six of Mr. Zubeidi’s films. On 
Thursday, three films will be 
shown :“Confrontation" 
(1983, 30 minutes), “Chronicle 
of a massacre” (1984. 30 mi- 
nutes) and “Homeland of 
Barbed Wired” (1980, 60 mi- 
nutes). “Chronicle” is in the 
English language and “Home- 
land" is in both Arabic and 
English. 

Mr. ZubeidVs 110-minute 
documentary. “Palestine — A 
People’s File" (1985) will be 
screened on Friday. 

The Shoman Foundation on 
Saturday will also show two 
films made in the Israeli occu- 
pied territories: “Palestinian 
Diary," which was produced 
by the only Arab production 
company in the occupied terri- 
tories, AJ Quds for Television 
production; and “Dar Wa 
Dour,” produced and directed 
by Rashid Masihharawi, a 
Palestinian from pre-1967 
Palestine. 

Entrance fees for each night 
is JD 1 per person and pro- 
ceeds go to supporting the in- 
tifada. Shows start at 7 p.m. 


Minister promises to 
53*4 help Madaba’s needy 


MAD ABA (Petra) — Social De- 
^.vdopment Minister Amin Awad 
' Masfiaqbeh Tuesday said that his 
^bristly is keen to develop and 
‘ fp frnprove the social services it pro- 

- rides for citizens, but will do that 
.SJ ^nthin its capabilities. 

..-Bp h» a tour of Madaba District 

— ; and AJ Muaqqar and Thiban sub- 
j districts, Dr. Mashaqbeh said the 

pflr. ministry will try to activate its 
. ipcial and voluntary role to be- 
ix tf i “fit fee local community and 
the best social services to 

v The budget of the National Aid 
«md.{NAF) as included in the 
■■ '. f |£92- general budget stands at 
;>!■. million. Dr. Mashaqbeh 

’.✓‘I «dd- He added that this amount 
...-'ywill be distributed to governo- 
•<i ***®s and districts according to 
fe® population and the percen- 
tag® of needy families in each 
. , ' i area. 

•■''.1 £H® pointed out that the minis- 
i v ^31 work on supporting voca- 
..-"■'j and income-generating 

. fpojects because they help to 
\ the incomes of needy 


He said the ministry will soon 
start opdating social legislations, 
including laws pertaining to the 
NAF, to make them fit the cur- 
rent social situation. 

The ministry, he added, will 
increase the number of benefi- 
ciaries from the NAPs assistance 
in Madaba District, especially in 
the Bani Hamida area. He also 
expressed the ministry’s readiness 
' to initiate a dress-making project 
in the Thiban area and proposed 
that the local centre there serve 
as the nucleus for such a project. 

The minister attended in Thi- 
ban sub-district a graduation cere- 
mony of girls who completed the 
requirements of dress-making, 
knit-wear, typing and first aid 
courses and distributed diplomas 
to the graduates. 

Madaba District Governor 
Mnsleh A1 Tarawneh and Thiban 
sub-district Governor Samir Sha- 
hin delivered speeches at the 
graduation ceremonies and 
briefed the minister on the needs 
of their areas in terms of social 
services. 


Philanthropies call for 
cooperation in fighting 
world hunger 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Officials of 
philantropic organisations have 
called for closer cooperation be- 
tween them and governments in 
an effort to fight increasing hun- 
ger and poverty in the world. 

Jordan took part in the Second 
World Congress on Philantropy 
held in Miami, Flontia, between 
Dec. 10 and Dec. 15. 

Dr. Abdullah A1 Khatib, ex- 
ecutive president of the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS), who represented Jor- 
dan at the meetings, said be 
presented the Jordanian experi- 
ment in charity and voluntary 
work to the conference noting 
GUVS’ important contribution 
towards upgrading social services 
to Jordanian citizens. 

Dr. Khatib said he was elected 
member of the executive commit- 
tee of the conference, which 


aimed at promoting philanthropists’ 
isis’ work worldwide. 

The Miami conference was pre- 
ceded by a conference held in 
Toronto three years ago, also to 
discuss philanthropists work. Dr. 
Khatib told the Jordan Tunes. 
Dr. Khatib said that the partici- 
pants in the Miami conference 
issued a call for establishing clos- 
er cooperation in economic mat- 
ters among world philanthropist 
organisations in a bid to allievate 
the sufferings of those facing hun- 
ger, poverty and sickness in the' 
Third World. They also called for 
cooperation in educational health 
and voluntary areas. 

He said that the delegates dis- 
cussed other challenges like racial 
discrimination, the environment 
and resources to finance philan- 
thropic projects as well as volun- 
tary services. 


Speakers call for increasing 
^j?meji , _&j^caticniaLtraining__ . 

AMMAN (Petra) — A sympo- and characteristics of training 6f 
sium on women in employment’ *"wbmen in rural regions and the 
and development fields Tuesday types of work taken up by women 


discussed diversifying vocational 
training for women as well as 
women's work and its contribu- 
tions to society’s development. 

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina, who attended the open- 
ing of the symposium- Monday, 
was also present at Tuesday’s 
session, which reviewed a num- 
ber of working papers. 

The paper on women’s voca-. 
rional training was presented by 
Ministry of Education Secretary 
General Munther A1 Masri, who 
reviewed the different level of 
vocational training in Jordanian 
centres. Dr. Masri recommended 
promoting training for women as 
a tool for increasing their con- 
tributions to society’s develop- 
ment. 

Dr. Alia Bafoun submitted her 
paper outlining vocational train- 
ing in the Maghreb region in 
general and in Tunisia in particu- 
lar. Her paper covered the nature 


in her country. 

Obstacles impeding women's 
contribution to development 
were outlined in a paper by Dr. 
Munira Fakher from the Gulf 
area. The paper discussed social 
habits and traditions,” which she 
said obstructed women’s involv- 
ment in socio-economic develop- 
*ment in the Gulf region. 

Participants from Egypt and 
Syria presented papers outlining 
women’s contributions in Various 
aspects of society’s activities and 
the national economy. 

In her inaugural address Mon- 
• day. Princess Basma drew atten- 
tion to the fact that Arab 
women's contribution to socio- 
economic development did not 
exceed 15 per cent. She said the 
symposium was designed to iden- 
tify Arab women’s status and 
their contributions to economic 
and social development. 


Minister calls for clear 
agricultural policy to 

boost Jordan’s development 


IRBID (Petra) — Agricultural 
development in Jordan is in dire 
need of a dear strategy that can 
ensure continued implementation 
of programmes, said Minister of 
Agriculture Fayez Khasawneh. 

The minister, who was addres- 
sing the opening session of the 
First Jordanian Veterinarians 
Conference, said that a standing 
policy in agriculture should not 
be affected by the change of 
ministers or other officials re- 
gardless of their different views. 
Such strategy, he said, should be 
a national policy related to food 
production, marketing and other 
areas. 

The minister, who stood in for 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, said that Jordan was in 
need of sustainable agricultural* 
development that can utilise all 
available resources. This de- 
velopment should be aimed at 



Fayez Khasawneh 

raising the standard of living of 
fanners and ensuring increased 
income from food production, be 
said. 

This policy should also take 


into account matters related to 
the protection of the environment 
from pollution and strive to en- 
sure a better life for future gen- 
erations, the minister said in bis 
address to tne conference, orga- 
nised by the Jordanian Veterina- 
rians Association (JVA) in coop- 
eration with the Jordan Universi- 
ty of Science and Technology 
(JUST). 

The conference is being held 
under the slogan: “Veterinary 
Medicine is One of the MainTooU 
for Ensuring Food Security” and 
is aimed at stepping up efforts for 
the protection and safeguard of 
human health through improving 
the livestock wealth, said Dr. 
Ibrahim A1 Abbadi, from the 
conference’s preparatory com- 
mittee. 

He told the opening session 
that the conference will discuss 
public health and the health of 


domestic anim als through 17 re- 
search papers submitted by JUST 
and vets working for the Ministry 
of Agriculture, the Amman 
Municipality and the private sec- 
tor. 

Assocaition President Moham- 
mad Tell called for the applica- 
tion of laws and regulations re- 
lated to the veterinary profession. 

Dr. Mahmoud Abu Shihadeh, 
dean of the Veterinary Medicine 
Department at JUST, presented 
an outline about the creation of 
the department which offers a 
vital service to the community by 
producing specialists who can 
take care of the livestock wealth 
of Jordan. 

Following the opening session, 
the minister opened an exhibition 
of veterinary medicines and 
equipment organised by seven 
local drug and pharmaceutical 
companies. 


UNICEF to launch its 1992 State 
of the World Children’s Report 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Children's Fund launches 
its annual State of the World 
Children Report (SWCR) 1992 
Thursday. 

The global launch will take 
place in Brussels, where UN- 
ICEF Executive Director James 
Grant will release the SWCR in a 
major press conference. 

Here in Jordan, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker will 
launch the report Thursday at the 
same time it is launched globally. 

On the occasion. Deputy Prime 


Minister and Education Minister 
Tbouqan A1 Hindawi and Deputy 
Director of UNICEF’s Regional 
Office for the Middle East and 
North Africa Nigel Fisher, who is 
also UNICEF representative in 
Jordan, will release the report at 
a press conference to be held 
Thursday. 

The report, issued by UNICEF 
Executive Director James P. 
Grant, highlights the conditions 
of children worldwide and focus- 
ses attention on the plight of 
children in war-ravaged and debt- 


ridden countries. 

1992 SWCR is issued at a time 
when the world is witnessing 
drastic changes following the end 
of the cold war and the emergence 
of a new world order, according 
to a UNICEF statement. 

The report advocates a new 
order for children; an order that 
places children's concerns on 
national political agendas and 
seeks to meet their basic needs in 
the areas of health, education and 
nutrition and protection, the 
statement said. 


Candidate hoping to become 
first female association president 


By Oddi Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — If things go right for 
geologist Sara Zeidan, she will 
become the first woman president 
of the Jordanian Geologists Asso- 
ciation (JGA). 

If she succeeds, she will be first 
„ woman president of any.; Jorda- 
nian association. or ja#ion : m the. 
Kingdom. 

Ms. Zeidan, who heads a splin- 
ter group that broke away from 
the “Greens Bloc" within the 
JGA, has high hopes for winning 
the upcoming election early next 
month. 

The Green Bloc, led by Issa 
Abu Taha, groups six other asso- 


ciation members. They are now 
touring various organisations em- 
ploying as&ocation members to 
campaign for Mr. Abu Taha, who 
is also a candidate for the pres- 
idency. 

Another rival for Ms. Zeidan is 
the the so-called “White Btap.” 
led’by AtaH^SarfHassahy who 
leaffi a "four-member group of 
geologists. 

Ms. Zeidan, along with all 
candidates, are busily canvassing 
support from 160 geologists em- 
ployed by the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA), 85 employed 
at Jordanian universities and up 
to 150 unemployed geologists as 
well as those employed by the 


Water Authority and the Jordan 
Phosphates Mines Company. 

Each one of the candidates is 
running with an ambitious plat- 
form, but the common denomina- 
tor among them is their claim that 
they will be seeking jobs for the 
150 unemployed geologists in Jor- 
Ban." 

The candidates' programmes 
also indude the que&ion of pri- 
vileges and allowances to be 
given to geologists and a 50 per 
cent field allowance. The candi- 
dates say they are seeking the 
creation of a special Social Secur- 
ity Fund and health scheme 
among other benefits for their 
association members. 


Japan to support JEA programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment of Japan will extend 
assistance to the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority (JEA) for the 
purpose of organising a train- 
ing course in the field of elec- 
tric power. 

An agreement to this effect 
was signed at JEA Tuesday 
between M.S. Arafeh, director 
general of the JEA, and Sbozo 
Matsuura, head of the 


Japanese Delegation of JICA, 
according to a statement 
Under this agreement, the 
government of Jordan will con- 
duct the training course at the 
Electric Training Centre of the 
JEA supported by the technic- 
al cooperation scheme of the 
Third-Country Training Prog- 
ramme of the Japan Interna- 
tional Cooperation Agency 
(JICA). 


Participants from 16 Arab 
countries (Sndan, Yemen, 
Mauritania, Somali, Oman, 
Djibouti, Syria, U.A.E., 
Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia and Lebanon) will be 
invited to the Electric Power 
Training Course to be held at 
the Electric Training Centre of 
the JEA from 1992 to 1996, 
according to the statement. 


Bank to 
receive 
3 million 
ECUs loan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Euro- 
pean Investment Bank (EIB) is 
providing the Industrial Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB) of Jordan, 
under the Third EEC — Jordan 
Financial Protocol, with a subsi- 
jdised global loan for 3 million 
ECUs; as well as a credit line 
from risk capital resources for 1 
million ECUs 

The proceeds are to finance the 
setting up of small businesses, 
particularly private ventures by 
Jordanian returning from em- 
ployment in the Gulf area, accor- 
md to an EC statement. Both the 
interest subsidy — 2% — and the 
credit line from risk capital re- 
sources — fora term of 20 years 
at a highly favourable rate — are 
being drawn from the General 
Budget of the European Com- 
munities, the statement said. 

The creation of new enterprises 
through this facility is vital m 
helping the Jordanian economy 
to weather the reper- 
cussions of fee Gulf conflict and 
to cdpe wife the substantia] re- 
turn " of expatriates (350,000 in 
1991), a sharp fell in remittances 
from abroad and the loss of major 
export markets, the statement 
said. 

The IDB, set up m 1965, is one 
of Jordan's leading financial in- 
stitutions: geared to funding 
smaller businesses, it provides 
technical and administrative 
assistance in appraising and im- 
plementing capital projects. 

In recent years, die IDB has 
attracted over 37 million ECUs 
in EIB global loans and risk 
capital assistance for numerous 
ventures promoted by smaller- 
scale local firms, especially in fee 
industrial sector, the statement 
said. 

This latest operation is fee 
sixth to be arranged by fee EIB 
under the Third EEC — Jordan 
Financial Protocol (1988- 1991); a 
total- of 51 million ECUs in loans 
and 2 million ECUs in risk capit- 
al assistance. 



HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
POTASH PRODUCTION EXPANSION 
PROJECT NO, 30-4857-39-7 


ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE SUPPLY OF TWO WORKBOATS 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (A.P.C.) of Amman, Jordan invites the 
interested manufacturing companies to tender for the supply of two (2) 
workboats which will be operated along with harvesters in the camatlite 
pans at the Potash facilities near Safi, on the southern end of the Dead Sea, 
about 200 km north of the port of Aqaba. 

Manufacturing companies interested in tendering for these two (2) 
WORKBOATS can purchase the tender documents from the company's 
head offices at the address shown below. The cost for this tender package 
shall be JD 50. — non-refundable. 

Mocere 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd. 

P.O.Box 1470, 

Shmeisani 

Amman 

Fax No.: 03-377131 Potash 
Tlx No.: 23910 Potash Jo 
Tel No.: 666165/6 - Amman 
or 03-377121-23/Site. 

One (1) original and three (3) copies of each bid are required. Each copy to 
be submitted in two (2) separate envelopes for technical and commercial 
purposes. 

Closing date for submitting this tender will be 12:00 noon, February 25, 
1992. 

AY. Ensour 

Managing Director 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 


Announcement From The 
WATER AUTHORITY OF JORDAN 
Invitation For Bids (1FB) 

No. 51/91/SP, 52/91/W 

1. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan from Kreditanstalt Fuer 
Wiederaufbau (KFW) in Deutschemarks towards the water sector programme 
and it is intended that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible 
payments under the contract(s) for which this IFB has been issued. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the 
following 


No. of Tender 

1) 51/91/SP 

2) 52/91/W 


Supply of 

Submersible Pumps 
& Spare Parts 

Welding Machines 


Non-refundable 
Fee In JD 

50.- 


50.- 


Performance 
Security in JD 

5,500.- 


3.000.- 


3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from, and 
inspect the bidding documents at, the office of the Secretary General, 
Tenders Division, Water Authority, P.O.Box 2412, Amman, Jordan, tel. 
06-680100, Tlx. 22439 WAJ JO, FAX 679143. 

4. A complete set of the tender documents may be purchased by any 
interested eligible bidder on the submission of a written application to 
the above and upon payment of a non-refundable fee as mentioned in 
Item 2 above. 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a security as mentioned in Item 2 
above and must be delivered to the office not later than 1200 hours, 
Jordan local time, on Tuesday 18/2/1992. 

Eng. Mutazz Bel be is f ' 

Secretary General 
Water Authority 
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Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla 


The political lining in Jordan’s economic quagmire 


Analysts and observers who are interested in predicting and 
assessing the path of the Jordanian economy in the coming 
months and years are advised to read what they are looking for 
mainly in the political developments and shifts that are sweeping 
the Middle East area. To try to arrive at this goal through the 
classical approach of combing economic data and interpreting 
standard economic indicators will not be very useful. In particu- 
lar, our impression is that these political developments will have 
an economic content that will bypass the IMF-sponsored econo- 
mic adjustment programme and render it redundant. 

Now, this programme is made up of two distinct segments. One 
segment belongs to Jordan and refers to the tackling of our 
external debt problem through rescheduling, which is a mechan- 
ism to postpone the problem rather than to solve it. The second 
segment belongs to the International Monetary Fund itself and 
refers to implanting in the soil of the Jordanian economy the seeds 
of the market economy and free international trade. This, in 
itself, is not harmful, however, provided the timing is right and 
social considerations are not grossly victimised. 

The core problem of tire programme is the phasing out of the 
budget deficit which the programme emphasises in a very 


e x traor d i n ary way. Other measures recommended by the IMF 
have already been implemented, such as currency devaluation, 
floating interest rates, restricting domestic credit and domestic 
public borrowing and refraining from imposing any external trade 
barriers. Thus, the headache starts from the budget deficit. To 
compress this deficit, taxes have to be increased, probably beyond 
the l imits of taxable capacity, and subsidies on some basic 
consumption commodities have to be removed. Both measures 
’are unpopular, are drawing fierce fire and therefore are creating 
serious tension insi de the Jordanian society. 

Our impressions is that the political developments will boost 
the foreign support to the Jordanian budget to the extent that mil 
relieve the treasury from the task of raising taxes and wiping 
consumption subsidies. 

And it is our firm belief that, from now on, the Jordanian 
economy will fare very satisfactorily and that its progress will 
proceed almost undisnrptedly. Our economy sank to the bottom 
at some point following the eruption of the Gulf crisis on August 
2, 1990. And at a certain point thereafter, it bottomed out so that 
now it has nowhere to go but upwards. The start of the peace 


process in the area gave a vital and irrevocable push to our 
economy. And, irrespective of the results of the peace talks, the 
concomitant momentum and the commitment of the world, 
especially the Europeans. Americans and Japanese, to the 
economic well-being of Jordan is irreversible even if the peace 
negotiations are to be stalled. Above all, the turbulent conditions 
of the Middle East area during the last one or two years have now 
given way to stability that will seemingly last for a long time. 
Stability is die most bask prerequisite of economic progress and 
the Jordanian economy stands ready and qualified to benefit from 
such stability, drawing particularly on its assets of economic, 
freedom, free enterprise and burgeoning democracy. 

The Jordanian economy is essentially a private sector economy, 
or that is what it should be. Under the pressure of the IMF 
economic adjustment programme, the current economic policy is 
tightening the screws on the private sector and is actively 
antagonising various parts of it. In particular, high taxes, and 
sometimes misguided ones, are both jeopardising production 
incentives and the saving potential. Now, the managers of our 
economic policy are well advised to redraw their attitudes towards 
the private sector in light of the new political realities. 


Timely move 


THE RESOLUTION passed last week by the 
Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) calling 
on the Arab countries to lift their embargo on Iraq 
and to free frozen Iraqi assets is a timely and 
•correct move. Iraq and the Iraqi people paid very 
dearly for their invasion of Kuwait last year and it 
is high time that the sufferings of the Iraqi people 
ended. In substance the U.N. Security Council 
resolutions imposing sanctions on Iraq were 
adopted to reverse the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait. This has been achieved a long time ago 
and, therefore, the raison d’etre behind such 
punitive measures have ceased to exist ever since. 
Moreover, Iraq has complied with all the mea- 
sures imposed by the Security Council to disarm 
itself of mass destruction weapons even though it 
is not the only country in the region to mass such 
weapons. Israel has already about 300 nuclear 
heads and Iran is well into its own nuclear 
programme. The bottom line, however, is that the 
suffering of the innocent people of Iraq who are 
being forced to pay the price of Arab and 
international sanctions for no fault of their own. 
The Iraqis, deprived of effective democratic 
institutions, are not responsible for the grave 
mistakes that led to Kuwait’s invasion. To hold 
them responsible for such heavy policy derisions 
taken by their ceutral government is something 
that is clearly untenable. The CAEU’s Dec. 5 
derision, therefore, came at the -appropriate tune- 
in order to serve jnropftiqqs notice on the interna- 
, tional community that tie Arab World does not 
share the erroneous conviction of some of the 
international community that holds the children 
i and men and women of Iraq responsible for the 
Gulf war and accountable for all the damages that 
ensued from it. The international community 
^ cannot be expected to take the initiative in ending 
the economic and financial sanctions against Iraq 
i as long as the Arab World stays sOenL Now that a 
major Arab League institution has taken just such 
an initiative, the miseries and agonies of the Iraqi 
people would have at last an opportunity to end. It 
behoves the Arab countries to head the verdict of 
the council immediately. Hopefully such a wise 
Arab course would eventually lead to an interna- 
tional response and an end to the punishment of 
the Iraqi people. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Tuesday commented on the vote of 
confidence in the new government of Prime Munster Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, secured in Parliament Monday, and said that the way 
is open now for close cooperation between Parliament and the 
government so that the government's programmes can be 
implemented. It was under Sharif Zeid's government that the 
1989 parliamentary elections were held free and fair, bringing to 
Parliament a group of deputies whose main aim is to offer service 
to then nation through legislation based on the people's needs, 
the paper said. It is only reasonable for the Jordanian citizens to 
assume that the deputies will now direct most of their attention 
and their efforts towards helping the government solve chronic 
problems like unemployment and poverty and find means of 
dealing with the financial and economic ills of the country, the 
paper noted. It said that no one believes that the government can 
perform wonders and miracles, but it is reasonable to think that a 
Parliament which confides in the government should offer all the 
help it can to enable the executive authority deal with problems 
and attain further development and progress for the country. 

A columnist in Sawt A1 Shaab tackled the question of strikes by 
dissatisfied workers in Jordanian factories and other organisa- 
tions, and said that strikes or threats to cany them out have 
become possible under the umbrella of democracy the country is 
now enjoying. In die past, strikes were taboo and meant that 
those instigating others to stage such actions were to face trouble 
_ not only with the employer but also with the government, said 
Ahmad DhBmn. Strikes have been a tool in die hands of workers 
in more advanced nations for many years and Jordanians bad 
been wishng to have the right to strike when circumstances called 
for such action, but had been barred to do so in the absence of 
democracy, the writer said. He said that the workers of the Jordan 
Electric Power Company (JEPCO) are now threatening to stage a 
shrike for better pay and working conditions, by Jan. 11, 1992, and 
‘ it is hoped that no such action would be taken. The same workers 
had reached a compromise with the management <n August of 
1990, thus averting a strike action that could have caused so much 
damage to the economy, the writer said. He expressed hope that 
the management will respond to the demands of 642 workers who 
are in dire need since their monthly salary does not exceed JD 71. 
Through dialogue and reasoning, said the writer, foe two sides 
can avert any action that could cause severe damage to the 
national economy. 


Nuclear danger in Soviet Union is real, experts say 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — As the Soviet 
Union collapses, one burning 
issue worries foe West: How safe 
is the world’s biggest nuclear 
arsenal and would it be possible 
for a renegade republic or ex- 
tremists to use one of the dooms- 
day weapons? 

The answer, military experts 
say, is yes. 

lire Soviet strategic arsenal of 
long-range missiles — based 
chiefly in deep silos, on sub- 
marines or bombers — is thought 
to be well protected by elaborate 
codes and checking systems. It 
would be almost impossible to 
launch one independently. 

The problem is with thousands 
of more accessible battlefield 
nuclear weapons, such as artillery 
shells and short-range missiles 
intended for tactical use against 
enemy troop concentrations. 
Each one could destroy a large 
town. 

“If they really wanted to, there 
is no doubt at all that the Ukraine 
or some other republic could use 
tactical nuclear weapons," said 
Hemy Dodds, an expert on the 
Soviet Armed Forces with the 
authoritative Jane's defence 
weekly. 

“As far as we know, there is 
very little protection of those 
zrsystems . apak-from-the fact that 
missiles are guarded ~ separately 
from the launchers and foe artil- 
lery shells kept away from the 
guns that would fire them." 

But the West has limited know- 
ledge of Soviet safety systems and 
cannot be sure who will have 
political control in future. 

“What worries all of us is that it 
may no longer just be enough to 
get on the ‘hotline’ to Moscow 












m.kahil 

and say ‘we have a nuclear prob- 
lem'," Mr. Dodds told Reuters. 
“We may now need al.ineto Kiev 
or tbe-capitals' of'other republics 
as weH. ,? - 

Growing signs of discontent 
within the Soviet Armed Forces 
could mean problems with guard- 
ing tactical warheads properly. 

That role had originally been 
filled by now-discredited KGB, 
while foe military had the artil- 
lery and missile launchers used to 
fire foe warheads. 


Totalling almost 30,000 war- 
beads, the Soviet arsenal is the 
•world’s biggest. 

The arms are spread through- 
out four republics, with foe vast 
majority concentrated in the 
three powerful Slav republics — 
Russia, Ukraine and Byelorussia 
— which have said they are set- 
ting up a new commonwealth. 

But Kazakhstan, a Central 
Asian republic not included in the 
new agreement, has around 10 


U.S. adjusts to role as sole 
superpower step by step 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States is adjusting to its new role 
as the world’s only superpower, 
learning one day at a time how to 
balance the increased responsibi- 
lities and risks. 

It has spent most of the 46 
years since World War II playing 
a lead role on a world stage where 
foe global map, major power 
relationships and expectations 
were familiar. 

But as 1992 approaches the 
Soviet Union is disintegrating at 
an accelerating rate — even the 
pro-Gorbachev Bush administra- 
tion now admits the union is all 
but dead — and the concept of an 
international strategic counterba- 
lance to the United States has 
passed on with it. 

“I don’t think anybody under- 
stands the ramifications of it yet,” 
one senior State Department offi- 
cial said of Washington’s new 
premier role and foe shifting 
dynamics of what many see as an 
alarmingly unstable new world 
order. 

“There’s a real sense that we’re 
not at the end of some stage, 
we’re very much at foe beginning. 
And there is a lot of 
apprehension,” the official told 
Reuters. 

“It gets scarier as you realise 
(the post-cold war world) is not 
going to be pretty and there's a 
real strong sense you just don’t 
want to do something that could 
be wrong.” 

Officials say foe new U.S. pre- 
eminence is a blessing, a curse 
and a complicating factor in their 
calculations. 

They anticipate it will give 
America new leverage with some 
governments while others may be 
more resentful, accusing 
Washington of trying to impose 
its mil too often. 


Its role will be challenged, they 
-say, and there may be nostalgia 
for the relative clarity of super- 
power rivalry. 

For example, the freeing of all 
U.S. hostages in Lebanon might 
have made Washington inclined 
to improve ties with Iran more 
quickly if a strong Soviet Union 
had been competing for a closer 
relationship with that key Islamic 
republic, analysts say. 

“We’re now passed the 
euphoric stage of, ‘isn’t it great, 
our ideology prevailed and ... 
communism is dead,’” one U.S. 
official said. 

“That felt good but ... there’s a 
recognition that the new order is 
going to evolve and that just 
because we are the last remaining 
superpower does not necessarily 
mean it’s going to evolve in a 
direction that we’re comfortable 
with," he said. t 

“If jt devolves into civil war all 
across Europe and the Soviet 
Union and into Southeast Asia ... 
then being the only remaining 
superpower is going to be a pretty 
frightening burden. Certainly we 
can’t ... fix all those situations.” 

Former Defence Secretary 
James Schlesinger doubts foe Un- 
ited States is prepared for what 
he calls foe “lengthy period of 
semi-chaos” following the col- 
lapse of old structures of author- 
ity in the former communist 
states of the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe. 

While the changes of the past 
three years have put all these 
countries on foe road to democra- 
cy, it is a fragile democracy that 
the United States must be careful 
to nurture, he and other experts 
say. 

In an article in the diplomatic 
journal Foreign Policy, Mr. 
Schlesinger also warned of the 
“inevitable growth of animosity 
toward the United States as the 


leading power in the world." 

Already that is being felt. 
Some Croatians. for example, 
have been extremely critical of 
Washington for failing to recog- 
nise their independence and to 
play a more direct role to stop the 
civil war in Yugoslavia. 

But Washington has been hap- 
py to leave that morass of ethnic 
conflict and nationalism to the 
European Community to solve, 
albeit with little success so far. 

Some critics have faulted Presi- 
dent George Bush for not moving 
faster to recognise Ukrainian in- 
dependence, while others have 
attacked his refusal to offer mas- 
sive direct aid to foe Soviet 
Union. 

Mr. Bush’s defenders say this 
caution is a function of his keen 
sense that this is a unique mo- 
ment in history and tbat the U.S. 
role in many cases has taken on 
vastly heightened importance. So 
he is especially anxious not to 
make a mistake, they add. 

Now Germany is united and 
communism has been rejected in 
Eastern Europe, what challenges 
will occupy American diplomats 
in the years ahead? 

America is expected to remain 
engaged in foe situations in Iraq 
and elsewhere in the Middle 
East, in NATO, China and 
Japan, in what becomes of the 
Soviet Union and in issues tike 
non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. 

Where possible, as with Yugos- 
lavia, it will encourage regional 
solutions to conflicts. 

The United States has taken 
foe lead in Middle East peace- 
making. 

Analysts say that in responding 
to other world crises, the United 
States is likely to build on the 
Gulf war precedent of pursuing 
multilateral, rather than unilater- 
al, action. 








per cent of the total, experts say. 

The key issue is how the poli- 
tical chain of command will work. 
Statements from the new com- 
monwealth and what remains of 
foe union that control would be 
maintained seem reassuring. 

“Since foe Slav republics have 
foe vast majority of foe nuclear 
weapons, it is good to see that foe 
political authorities there are tak- 
ing such a responsible attitude,” 
said Colonel Andrew Duncan of 
the London -based International 


“three-button" system. f 1 

He said this would improve , 
security, but NATO officials said 
it also raised the worrying pros-. • 
pect of a struggle for control of 
nuclear weapons at the highest • 
'MRMNr Mfl if Mr. Gorbachev proved 

& unwilling to renounce the ulti- 

F* B mate presidential power. 

In any case, sorting out who 

iA if d%3 Ukraine' 88 has , P° Btical of So,fel 

jlffi - nuclear weapons still leaves ques- 

A-i EO|||r B tions about foe “ battlefield” 

flfl shelhMvhich do not require top 

WMm they are’not property guarded, or 

■/&' jmKw liilll tf fuses are not removed and kept 

could be seized by extremists or 

“If foe political authorities in a 
PiflKjrr republic convince the local milit- 

' ary commander that he works for 

them, that republic then has con- P 
• Will trol over tactical weapons,” said 

^ one NATO source. 

^ If extremists seized a warhead 

without foe means to fire it, they 
“ 7 — might have trouble making use cif 

the weapon. 

But they would still have the 
essential components and experts 
say there are thousands of Soviet 
scientists with little to do who 
might offer their services for 

Institute for Strategic Studies- -money. • 

(ESS). ‘Those people, could do tins 

, • • r. i 'within foe 1 -Soviet Union or in 

Bu f a 5° bird countries that are develop- 

agnate. I n. m il endear atoto- nue ijif' Weapon.,- Jd 

Russian President Bom Yeltem Kokosk j & ^ Stock . 


has a finger on foe nuclear button 
with Soviet President Mikhail 

Gorbachev. 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk has said that Ukraine 
wanted to share control of foe 
Soviet Union’s -nuclear arsenal 
with Russia and Byelorussia in a 


holm International Peace Re- 
search Institute (SIPRI). 

“The nuclear knowledge is 
there and it is dangerous, provid- 
ing you have the material, some 
money, a few scientists and tech- 
nicians, making a nuclear weapon 
is not that hard.” 


U.S. undercutting 
Palestinians 


By Rowland Evans and Robert 
Nobak 

The following article is reprinted 
from the Dec. 16, 1991. issue of 
the Washington Post. 

AFTER one week of snlky 
Washington peace talks, foe Bush 
administration's reluctance to 
pressure Israel is undercutting 
Palestinian negotiators and giving 
Israeli nationalists a free hand 
back in foe West Bank. 

The hands-off approach by 
Secretary of State James Baker in 
the first Israel-Palestine negotia- 
tions since Israel took the West 
Bank 24 years ago leaves Palesti- 
nians impotent against Israel. 
They are stateless appellants 
armed with nothing but a right- 
eous demand for self-government 
they cannot fulfill by themselves. 

Mr. Baker may well be biding 
his time for future intervention at 
a moment he thinks will maximise 
U.S. dont to squeeze Israel for 
necessary concessions. He is 
known to feel that be and foe 
president have domestic political 
leverage on this issue, but the 
leverage was not applied last 
week. 

“We got a written letter from 
Baker months ago that the Un- 
ited States promised to play an 
effective role,” a key Arab nego- 
tiator said privately, pins the 
promise of an invitation to meet 
President Bush. “That was when 
they were twisting our arms last 
summer to start talks.” It was 
also before Israel's complaint two 
weeks ago that foe United States 
was siding with foe Arabs. 

The signal to foe Palestinians 
that foe Israeli complaint had 
been effective was the U.S. refus- 
al to give a visa to Nabil Sh&’ath, 


foe Palestinian spark plug at foe 
conference who was blackballed 
because he is a member of foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. He is indeed a leader of foe 
PLO, but on the opposite side 
from PLO extremists. Despite 
agreeing to negotiate with foe 
Palestinians, Israel -wiD not toler- 
ate any dealings with members 
. of the PLO, no matter bow mod- 
erate. 

Mr. Sha’afo declared virtual 
Palestinian independence from 
Syrian influence at Madrid. A PhD 
from foe University of Pennsylva- 
nia's Wharton School, Mr. 
Sha'afo has been routinely given 
U.S. visas in foe past. But di- 
plomatic sources told us Mr. Bak- 
er was worried tbat his appear- 
ance here now would tri g ger a 
charge that the United States was 
getting ready to open a direct 
dialogue with the PLO. 

On the West Bank, land sei- 
zures and tougher security mea- 
sures by foe Israeli occupation 
army and nationalistic settlers 
have thrown Mr. Bush’s appeal to 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
for “confidence-building” ges- 
trues back in his face. The presi- 
dent’s demand for an end to new 
Jewish settlers on Arab lands has 
become a joke. 

Since Madrid, hundreds of 
acres occupied by Arab families 
have been seized as “state-own- 
ed" land for new housing or for 
broad highways between existing 
settlements to guarantee the set- 
tlers' security against disposses- 
sed Palestinians. Even families in 
historically Arab East Jerusalem 
are being evicted from their 
homes by settlers with police sup- 
port 

In Bixzeit. the promised open- 
ing of foe leading Palestinian 
university has been' cancelled 
and foe city of Ramaliah, near 
the campus, placed under 24- 


hour curfew ior two weeks. That 
means no one can leave home. 

Although Israeli diplomats de- 
nied to use any connection, Mr. 
Shamir's apparent tolerance of 
these confrontation policies fol- 
lowed an unpublicised Dec. 6 
speech by Housing Minister Ariel 
Sharon in New York. Influential 
Jewish Americans and even 
Israeli officials found it highly 
distasteful. 

Mr. Sharon, a leading conten- 
der for Mr. Shamir's job, attack- 
ed the United States for “deliber- 
ately humiliating” Israel and forc- 
ing it into political concessions 
that “jeopardise its capability fix 
self-defence.” While doing this 
Mr. Sharon said, the Bush admi- 
nistration “conducts a policy of* 
appeasement towards the coun- 
tries of the Arab-Iranian world." 

For such talk and actions not to 
be protested from Washington, 
the only world capital with influ- 
ence in Jerusalem, . undermines 
Palestinian negotiators. Weaken- 
ing foe negotiating' team auto- 
matically strengt hens PLO ex- 
tremists bitterly opposed to the 
talks. They will get a hunting 
license to trigger a Moody ne# 
round of the intifada. . 

Palestinians claim the U.S. - 
posture is foe result ofMr.Bak- ' 
er’s concern not to aliwnBtte the 
pro-Israel lobby more than neces- 
sary in an election year." But he is 
known to feel he has Americans 
behind him in an even banded 
P osture in the Middle East, re- 
flected by the strong U.S.' hand 
last September in denying Israel 
SX0 billion in loan guarantees?' 

Stateless Palestinians cannot 
negotiate with faniri unless foe? 
have recourse to a slice, of offset" 
ting American pdwr._T fiefoflg 1 * 
Jim Baker waits fo oftwt ft**" 
pressure, the tougher he And 
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* Co-sponsors may have to step in 


(Qratmwtf from page |) 

. track” in the i&gotisxions was unten- 
able and unaaceptabte. "The letters 
of assurances and invitations spoke 
about two trades, Arab-lsraeJi and 
Paiestmian-Israeli, and did not men- 
tion a “third track' role for the joint 
delegation. Dr. MajaU and Abdul 
- Shall said,” according to an Arab 
delegate. 

**1110 asked the Israeli negotiators 
to accept the two trades and negotiate 
with the two parties accordingly.” he 
added. 

The Israelis replied by giving the 
Arab side yet another proposal, 
which was desc rib ed by Jordanian 
. delegates. as “not much different” 
from earlier ones. 

It was Bkely to be rejected in 
favour of a new call on the Israelis to 
go into the official negotiating room 
and bow to split the “two- 

track" approach approved by the co- 
sponsors and the Arab parlies. 

The Palestinians handed the 
Israelis another, separate letter on 
IsraeS settlements in the West Bank 
and South Lebanon. 

Arab delegates were opinmng hope 
yesterday on . the me e ti ng between 
President Bosh and Foricgn Mimins- 
tcr Levy producing a new momentum 
for breaking the deadlock. 

“We expect Presidnet Bush to have 
told Levy that Israel had to stop' 
procrastination and move towards 
starting talks on substance,” an Arab 
delegate said. M We hope that was the 
American message." 

At the end of his mating with 
President Bosh, Minister Levy said 
that he ralayad brad’s continued 
commitment to promoting the peace 
process. “It b rightful to stress the 
‘ im port an ce of continuing with this 
uneqniovocal stand. The sides con- 
cercd must be the ones who resolve 
the problem. Therefore there is the 
principle of direct negotiations with- 
out preeondid ti ons.” be said. 

He said that President Bush "I am 
pleased to say agreed with this princi- 

ptel" 

Although the joint delegation had 
reported some progr e ss in their nego- 
tiations with the Israelis during the 
past week, talks took a turn to the 
worse Tuesday as the Israelis set a 


deadline for Wednesday afternoon by 
which to leave Washington without 
softening their position on the Palesti- 
nian track. 

“We have almost reached a dead- 
kick in our talks with the Israelis." 
Marwao Muasbcr, spokesman for the 
Jordanians delegation, told the Jor- 
dan Times in a telephone interview 
from the State Department. “But we 

will not take this case to the Amer- 
icans yet." he added. 

Spokeswoman for the Palestinian 
delegation Hanan Ashrawi said after 
the meeting broke up that the joint 
delegation received a response from 
the Israelis "but we have not been 
able to extract any positive points 
from it.” 

Dr. Abdul Shall said that it was not 
yet time to ask for U.S. intervention 
in resolving the dispute but he warned 
that negotiations “are quickly moving 
towards a deadlock.” 

“We do not Lhink this is the time 
for taking it to the co-sponsors ... we 
cannot take this measure and leave it 
to the Americans." Dr. Abdul Shaft 
said in a joint press conference with 
Dr. Ashrawi at the Grand Hotel, 
where the Palestinian representatives 
are staying. 

""We are the party concerned and 
we are going to keep pursuing peace 
... but if it reaches a deadlock then 
the co-sponsors should intervene.” he 
added. 

Only six members of the Jordanian 
team met with Mr. Djerijian and his 
aides after the morning's session en- 
ded. Palestinian delegates were sche- 
duled to meet Ambassador Djerijian 
later in the day before another meet- 
ing between the three Arab and 
Israeli parties met this afternoon 
(5:00 Washington time). 

Dr. Muasher and other Jordanian 
delegates said their team discussed 
the agenda of the multilateral talks to 
be held next month in Moscow. The 
Americans suggested placing arms 
control and security, water, economic 
development and refngees. The 
Jordanian delegates asked that hu- 
man rights be placed on the agenda as 
well. 

The Moscow talks win commence 
at the foreign minister’s level on Jan. 
28 and then will break up into com- 


Crisis pushed to backburner 


(Continued from page 1) 

observers, the main factor that deter- 
mines the future relationship between 
Parliament and the executive. 

In their speeches, deputies explicit- 
ly expressed resentment of what they 
viewed as official attempts to margi- 
nalise the role of Parliament. Islamist 
Deputy Leith Sbbeilat was very speci- 
fic. He did not directiy blame Mr. 
Masri for curbs on political freedoms, 
but argued that the problem lies in 
that the prime minister did not have 
“the real authority.” 

Mr. ShbeOat was niturimg to the 
power and influence of the security 
forces. In his speech to the opening 
session of the parliament. His Majes- 
ty King Hussein inklicaied to^al com- 
mitment to democracy and that the 
palace will remain well above domes- 
tic politics. 

The fact that the parliamentary 
procedure was not affected by the 
palace's endorsement of Sharif Zeid 
was viewed by many political analysts 
as a very positive sign towards con- 
soUdating the democratisation pro- 
cess. 

Parliament and government 
sources main tain that political differ- 
ences and hurdles could be contained 
as. long as a balanced relationship is 
maintained between the government 
and Parliament 

In his speech. Deputy Bassam 
Hadatfin who withheld Us vote of 
confidence, implied that opposition 
oould take a constructive role pro- 
vided that there was respect by all 
parties to the roles of the democratic 
game. 

Drawing on the peace process as an 
example, Mr. Hadadin who belongs 
to the Jordan Democratic People's 


Party, (JPDP), argued that opposi- 
tion to the peace talks could actually 
boost the Jordanian negotiating posi- 
tion and the country's sovereignty. 

That was only possible, he main- 
tained, if the role of Parliament is 
protected and respected. 

Deputy Mansour Murad, who 
spoke on behalf of deputies Kawar 
and SMab, charged that political free- 
doms have witnessed serious setbacks 
over the last two years and that 
consecutive governments did not ful- 
fil their promises. 

The demand for the permanent 
repeal of the martial law has been 
pressed by many deputies expressed 
resentment of what they, viewed as 
official procrastination of efforts -to 
remove security resatrictions and pa$s 
new liberal laws. 

A government source told the Jor- 
dan Times that the cabinet under- 
stands the urgency of the issue and 
will cooperate with Parliament in 
putting the new laws into effect as 
soon as posable. 

Deputies made it dear that they 
will not accept die government prom- 
ises and that they want practical steps 
to be taken. 

The parliamentarians ste ere d away 
from sharp rhetoric in an attempt to 
give the government and Parliament a 
chance to develop a new working 
relationship. The parliamentarians, 
some analysts argue, were also res- 
trained because they do not want be 
viewed as diailenginB the regime, 
especially after King Hssuein himself 
presented the cabinet’s programme. 

Some deputies argued that in the 
governments’ programmes should be 
presented by the prime minister so as 
to confine the differences between 
Parliament and government. 


Repeal of 3379 will not affect talks 
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(Cootinued from page 1) 

certain pressure groups in the 
U.S. and Europe and the fact 
that 1992 is an election year in 
the U.S. 

"It (the repeal of the resolu- 
tion) is a reality now and I don't 
think it win have any effect cm 
the talks in Washington," Dr. 
Tahboub said. “But I hope that 
the Arab delegations in 
Washington would not allow this 
to effect the momentum of the 
peace process that is already in 
progress,” 

“The fact that a majority has 
voted to repeal the resolution 
proves that this is a changing 
world,” said a senior Jordanian 
official who preferred not to be 
identified. “It also reflects the 
weakening Arab position and 
shows the state of Arab affairs,’' 
he added. 

The General Assembly had 
voted 72-35 with 32 abstentions 
m 1975 at the urging of Arab 
countries to pass the resolution 
that equated TToneonn “as a form 
of ration and racial tfiscrimina- 
tioh." 

The decision to revoke that 
resolution woo an overwhelming 
majority in Monday’s General 
Asemuy session after the U.S., 
load and many Western coun- 
tries described the resolution as a 
“stain’’ on the United Nations. 
One hundred and eleven coun- 
tries voted in favour of revoking 
the resolution, 25 voted against 
aud 13 abstained. 

“Repealing the resolution 
does not change the fact that 
Zionism is racism because it 
obviates the existence of other 
people, especially the Palesti- 
nians,” Mr. Bataineh said. “It 
(Zionism) is an exclusive ideolo- 
gy that renders others in Pales- 
tine to the status of second dass 
citizens." 


A former Jordanian ambassa- 
dor to Turkey, Waleed Sadi, 
described the decision to revoke 
the resolution as “politically 
motivated.” 

“From a legal stand point the 
decision to repeal the resolution 
is wrong," Dr. Sadi said. “Had it 
been legally motivated Israel 
should have been asked to repeal 
domestic laws that are inherently 
discriminatory in their nature as 
seen by international human 
rights groups." 

Dr. Sadi, who served as a 
rhnirman of the U-N. Commis- 
sion on Human Rights in 1980/ 
81. said that Israel had con- 
tinuously “refused to ratify a 
string of international human 
rights institutions that have been 
universally applied such as the 
International Covenant on Gvfl 
and Political Rights, the Conven- 
tion on the Rights of the Child, 
the International Convention on 
the Suppression and Punishment 
of the Crime of Apartheid” 
among others. 

"The U.S. is trying to appease 
Israel, first by repealing the re- 
solution and also by promising 
them the S10 billion housing, 
guarantees in return to their 
(Israeli) participation in the 
p ra t* process,” Dr. Sadi said. 

"This was an American 
attempt to appease Israel after it 
was that the Jewish state was 
pressured by Washington to par- 
ticipate in the peace process,” 
Mr. Hikmat said. 

Echoing the. sentiment, Mr. 
Bataineh summed up what he 
perceived to be the reason be- 
hind the American push to re- 
peal the resolution. “By repeal- 
ing the resolution the Americns 
probably thought it would en- 
courage Israel to adopt a milder 
stand with regard to the peace 
process, but they are wrong,” he 
said. 


mittees to tackle the various issues 
and these committees could meet 
anywhere and discussed mutually 
agreed upon agenda. 

Israeli and American officials also 
met Monday to discuss a possible 
change in venue from Moscow to a 
West European city for regional 
talks. Considering shifting the talks to 
Brussels or Lisbon after the foreign 
minister's meeting. 

State Department deputy spokes- 
man Richard Boucher said, however, 
there has been no change in the venue 
for the multilateral talks. 

On progress of the peace talks, he 
said there have been meetings with 


the various delegations but he said 
the administration has not put for- 
ward proposals to resolve disputes. 

“Wc have not put forward a prop- 
osal (to the Jordanian- Palestintan- 
Israeli negotiations), we have worked 
with the various parties, we have 
discussed with them various ideas and 
suggestions that are m play,” Mr. 
Boucher said. 

“We have not pul forward any 
proposal of our own. We’ve encour- 
aged them to resolve these issues and 
to move from process to substance,” 
he added. 

George Hawatmeh, Nermeen 
Murad and Ghadeer Taber. 


Iraq rejects U.N. blame 


(Continued from page 1) 

Bakbtaran, the Iranian news 
agency IRNA reported. 

Tehran Radio said Mr. Tond- 
gouyan was killed by Iraqi forces 
but gave no other details about 
his death. 

Until earlier this year Iran had 
made repeated calls for the re- 


lease of the only Iranian minister 
taken prisoner during the eight- 
year war. 

Mr. Tondgouyan and several 
oil ministry officials were cap- 
tured on Oct. 31, 1980 by Iraqi 
soldiers while inspecting oil in- 
stallations in the southwestern 
Kiiuzestan province which Iraq 
had invaded a month earlier. 


Syria, Israel trade charges 


(Continued from pngy ]) 

“It was dear that they wanted 
only to mark time, they wanted 
only to make believe that they are 
meeting with us without permit- 
ting the process to lead any- 
where,” he said. 

The stand-off could set the 
stage for renewed U.S. involve- 


ment. The United States has de- 
clined to intervene in the 
Washington talks, preferring to 
allow the parties to muddle on 
alone. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy, who met President George 
Bush Tuesday, said Israel would 
like Washington to stay on the 
sidelines. 


U.N. vote upstages talks in media 


(Continued from page 1) 

intervention and a “U.S.-imposed 
settlement.” 

Reports in The Washington Post 
and USA Today said U.S. and Israeli 
officials Monday met to discuss a 
possible change in venue from Mos- 
cow to a European site for next 
month's planned multilateral meet- 


ing. According to the reports, the 
officials are now considering moving 
the talks to Brussels or Lisbon. 

The Washington Post also ran a 
feature by Nora Boustany on the 
Palestinian negotiating team, and 
how they represent the evolution of 
the Palestinian national movement. 
(Story is to be reprinted in foil in the 
Jordan Times). 


U.N. vote 

(Continued from page 1) 


government reaction to interna- 
tional issues often is several days 
late. 

Some Gulf newspapers pub- 
lished brief front-page boxes on 
the vote, making no editorial 
comment on the outcome of the 
session. 

But different stands taken by 
Arab states on the resolution 
might have contributed to the 
lack of comment to avoid fuelling 
disagreements. Oman, Egypt, 
Tunisia, Morocco, Kuwait and 
Bahrain declined to participate in 
the session, while the rest of the 
Arab World voted against abro- 
gating the resolution. 

The U.N. session was held as 
Arab-Israeli peace talks in 
Washington appeared to make no 
progress towards solving prob- 
lems between Israel and the Arab 
participants — Jordan. Syria, 
Lebanon and the Palestinians. 

The United States and its 
Western allies hoped the U.N. 
vote would encourage the Israelis 
to show some leniency and agree 
to the principle of relinquishing 
territory in return for nor malising 
its status in the region. 

A Syrian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said the vote “does 
not eliminate the fact that 
(Israeli) laws, legislations and dis- 
criminating measures are still in 
force.” 

The spokesman expressed sur- 
prise that the resolution was re- 
pealed at a time when “the Zion- 
ist practices against the Arabs in 
the occupied territories are esca- 
lating... if compared to the prac- 
tices that existed in 1975 when the 
resolution was adopted.” 

The English-language Syria 
Times said in a front-page edito- 
rial that the vote was “a blow to 
freedom and to the peace-loving 
people of the world.” 
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‘Returnees should be an issue in talks 9 
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four of Jordan’s population of 
four milli on are recognised as 
refugees.” 

In all, the Prince said, it is 
likely that the total nnmbr of 
people involuntarily displaced in 
the Middle East since August 
1990 totals five mini on. This, be 
said, “represents one of the 
largest displacement in re- 
cent times and possibly the most 
far-reaching in terms of the num- 
ber of countries affected.” 


Prince Hassan said that the 
area witnessed five main waves of 
displacements the first being 
caused by toe mass flight into 
Jordan and neigbbrouing states of 
up to one million migrant work- 
ers from Iraq and Kuwait, the 
second was the displacement of 
65.000 people occurring between 
the outbreak of the war in Janu- 
ary 1991 and the ceasefire, and 
the third wave followed the rebel- 
lions inride Iraq which witnessed 
the flight of up to two million 


Kurds and Shiites. By April 19 91, 
a fourth wave ca'ue with the 
return of Kurdish and Shiite re- 
fugees from Turkey and Iran 
while the fifth wave of mass 
displacement was that of the ex- 
odus of Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians from Kuwait estimated at 
about 300,000, Prince Hassan 
said. 

The Prince said that the epi- 
sodes of mass displacement have 
sharpened attention for debates 
about the current refugee situa- 
tion chat is likely to continue to 
engage policy-makers over the 
next decade. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

T PACKING. AIR FREIGH1 
' FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS } 
AND. RESERVATIONS j 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

TEL 6Wf>?6 B04R9V-. 

VwK. p o bo* iB of. 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman near 
Ahhyyati Gins School 

Tika-amy suruUom 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


JL. 


Porcelain, Silver 
& Crystal 

Jabal Amman 
2nd Circle 


| CROWN 
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4 Packing, shipping, 
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RESTAURANT 
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Engineers Housing 
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Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Oi'cn daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop yc*ur colour film at 
our shop and gei:- 

• JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 
« Free Metal Frame 
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Shmeisani - Opp. Gnndlays 
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Just call NIDAL 

693037 
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Special Chinese Foods 
Skated Chinese Chefs 

|. 1^.. 11. .«■ - | 

*10101 away ** ovaOaMai 

Wadi Saqra Road ' 
near Philadelphia Hole! f 
|t»L 661822, Amman] 
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FOR A PLACE 
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WEST AMMAN 
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DELUXE & SUPER DELUXE 




JAMAL REAL ESTATE 
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CHINESE FOOD 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 
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77* Regency PokKB Hotel 


| LOBBY LOUNGE 
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DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Amman Te' 668 1 93 
P O Bo- 9J03 Fa- 603-534 
T 1*3888 DAHOTl JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 
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^Sge takes 1st 
World Cup 
skilitg victory 


madonna .is .campiglio, 

(AP) — Norway’s Finn 
Chnstiati Jape won his first 
World Cup.vKtoty in Tuesday’s 
“f* 0 ® ****** ««%hig home Idol 
Alberto Tomba by 0.09 seconds 
m tfcs Italian Dolomite resort. 

The 25-year-old Norwegian si- 
lenced a partisan crowd of 20,000 

as he put together a w inning 

aggregate of one minute, 28.41 
^conds ski%t(M faultless heats 
cown the steep Miramonti Track. 

Tomba mn a rd . bis fifth victory 
or this season ending in 1:28.50 
minutes. 

Young. Swede Tomas Fogdoe 
et^ed anotbar'-Norwegian, Ole 
Christian Fatnasetb, for third 
place. 

Fogdoe traBe^ the winner by 
0.56 seconds winle Furuseth, a 
winner in Campiglio last year, 
had a gap of 0.92 seconds from 
the teammate. ' • ■ 

Tuesday’s nnner-up place kept 
Tomba ' atop (be overall cup 
standings with 640 points. 

Swiss Paul Accola placed fifth, 
1.78 seconds behind Jagge, and 
held secood'pbice overall, with 
581 points. • 


Defending World Cup cham- 
pion Marc Girardelfi of Luxem- 
bourg, who lagged lltb after the 
first beat, climbed five places 
following a fast second run and 
ended sixth. 

Austrian Michael Tritscher 
placed seventh, ahead of Italian 
Fabio de Crignis. 

Jagge, the only World Cup 
skier to use Japanese-made 
Yamaha skis, was the fastest in 
the first heat, in 43.03 seconds, 
and M the third best time in the 
second run, in 45.38. 

The Norwegian, on bis fifth 
World Cup season, withstood 
strong psychological pressure as 
he came down after Tomba’s 
impressive 45.16 in the second 
heat. 

Jagge appeared ready for his 
first World Cop triumph after he 
placed second to the Italian ace in 
a previous slalom at Sestriere last 
week following a fourth and a 
fifth in foe initial cap slaloms in 
foe United States last month. 

“I am not disappointed with 
this second place,” said Tomba at 
foe finish line. “I skied my best.” 


Liverpool drawn against 
Gentm in UEFA Cup 


LONDON (R)L- Liverpool were 
drawn against Genoa in foe quar- 
terfinals of the UfSFA Cup Tues- 
day, their fitstcottipetitive game 
against an Italian side since foe 
Heysel Stadium riot. 

- The English dttb are playing in 
European c o mpeti ti on for foe 
first season since receiving a six- 
year ban after tbdf fans rioted in 
foe 1985 European Cap final 
against Turin cub Juventns in 
Brussels, resulthtg in the deaths 
of. 39 people. 

The draw kepi them apart from 
two other former European 
champions, with Real Madrid 
playing Sigma Olomouc of 
Czechoslovakia and Ajax Am- 
sterdam paired against Ghent of 
Belgium. 

The other .quarterfinal pitted 
Italy's Torino against Denmark's 
BK 1903 Copenhagen. 

Liverpool, tear times Euro- 
pean champions, were pleased 
with the draw agamst a side mak- 
ing their debut season in Europe. 

“While we a r e q uite confident, 
especially after our good per- 
formances in the previous 
rounds, it b st 31 going to be very 
difficult for to < view of the 
foreign player restriction,” said 


dab secretary Peter Robinson. 

“To our advantage is that 
(manager) Graeme Souness has 
great experience of Italian dub 
football.” Souness played for 
Genoa’s neighbours Sampdoria, 
who share foe same stadium. 

Sampdoria's home tie against 
Anderlecht in foe European Cup 
on March 18 forced UEFA to 
switch their draw and order 
Genoa to play the first leg at 
home rather than Liverpool. 

“I do not think that having to 
play the second leg away now is 
of great advantage,” said Robin- 
son. 

UEFA also swapped foe legs 
between Ajax and Ghent, with 
the Belgians having to play the 
first leg at home because of a 
dash unfo dub Brugge’s Euro- 
pean Cup Winner's Cup tie 
against Atletico Madrid. 

Real Madrid manager Manuel 
Fertiandez Trigo said after -the 
draw* they-wooki have liked to 
havfe met Liverpool. 

“I had hoped that we would 
have picked Liverpool. It would 
have been a fantastic draw, but 
- Olomouc are technically a strong 
ride and we can not underesti- 
mate diem." 


Italy, Denmark on standby 
for European championship 


.GENEVA (R) — Italy and De- 


nmark were pot an standby by 
'DMsdgy to play in next 


UEFA 

year’s European' Soccer Cham- 
pionship fmah if tite Soviet Un- 
ion or Yngorfaftfcrare prevented 
from fielding teams. 

The European football Union, 
fearing the bfttk-Rp of the Soviet 
Union andovBwHrin Yugoslavia 
could force foe two countries to 
abandon foegrffttces in the finals 
in Sweden, decided to name sub- 
stitute teams. 

In a brief .q&ttmnent after a 


meeting of their European Foot- 
ball Championship Committee, 
UEFA said Italy, group runners- 
up to the Soviet Union, mid 
Denmark, runners-up to Yugo-f 
davia, would qualify. • 

The proposal would need to be| 
ratified at UEFA's full meeting in 
Gothenburg on Jan. 16, foe eve 
of the draw for the June finals. 

At the weekend the new 
Ukraine Football Federation 
promised its players could still 
represqpt the Soviet Union at the 
finals. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OlWi SHARIF 
a TMtiUH HIRSCH 
*1991 Tifeuw Mn>a Gtnfcra. Inc. 


North -South .vulnerable, 
deals. 

NORTH 
# A .V O 
?q#3 
Okl06 5 

*A4* 

WEST „ EAST 

<■8 53 •-..♦Void 

•: AK IO 9 8-4 1 ? 7 6 5 

8 ■ |QJ974 2 


- GOING TO GREAT LENGTHS 
South 


» Q 8 6 


10 9 7 3 


East 
4 C 


’ass - ftras Pass 


& Q <1 10 7 4 2 
C 2 
a» 

#KJ6 

The bidding; 

South West * North 

1 # 3 T' *NT 

4* Pass 04 

6 4 P* 

Opening lead: King of ' 

For moat players, the 50 percent 
chance offered fay a finesse is good 
enough. Expert technicians are sel- 
dom satisfied with a line that rates 
to lose half the time. 

West's jump to three hearts 
crowded the auction and North- 
South did well to get to the slam. 
When South did not leave partner 
the option of doubling four hearts, 
North felt the spade fit and prime 
cards in the other three suits merit- 
ed one move toward slam, and 
Sputh . needed' 00 more 
encouragement. - • 

West led the king of hearts and 
shifted to the eight of diamonds. An 
easily satisfied declarer will draw 
trumps and then try foe club fi- 


nesse— down one. Slightly better 
technique is first to see if either 
defender started with specifically Q 

-J x in diamonds. Declarer wins the 
diamond shift in hand, draws 
trumps and then cashes the king of 
diamonds and ruffs a diamond. As 
the cards lie that, too, is doomed to 
failure. 

Actually, if declarer wins the dia- 
mond shift in hand and leads a 
trump, he can almost claim the 
slam. When East fails to follow to 
the first trump, nine of West’s cards 
are known— three spades and prob- 
ably six hearts. If West has four 
diamonds as well, the club finesse is 
sure to work. If West is short in 
diamonds, it does not matter who 
holds the queen of dubs. 

Correct is to draw trumps to pre- 
vent West from ruffing a diamond, 
then cash the king of diamonds and 
ruff a diamond. Whrfn West shows 
out. simply run all your trumps, dis- 
carding the queen of hearts when 
West holds onto the ace and coming 
down to the ten of diamonds and ace 
and another dub in dummy, and K J 
5 of clubs in hand. You know West 
has the ace of hearts and East has 
the queen of diamonds, so neither 
defender can hold tnree clubs. Cash 
the ace and king to drop the queen. 
If West has followed to all three 
rounds of diamonds, cash the king 
of clubs and lead the four. If the 
queen has. not appeared, finesse the 
jack to cater to the unlikely possibil- 
ity that West started with specifical- 
ly a 3-5-4-1 shape. 


Edberg, Seles voted world champions 


Sao Paulo wins state title 


LONDON (AP) — The International Tennis Federation (ITF) 
Tuesday named U.S. Open tittist Stefan Edberg as its men’s world 
champion. Yugoslav Monica Seles, who won the Australian, 
French and U.S. Open titles but palled out of Wimbledon, was 
voted women's world champion by a three-man ITF panel, Fred 
Perry, Tony Trabert and Frank Sedgcman. Although be won only 
one of the four Grand Slam titles, Edberg won five other 
tournaments, more than any other player. Seles cited injury as her 
reason for missing Wimbledon and also pulled out of Yugoslavia’s 
Federation Cup team. But she reached foe final of all 16 events 
she played this year, winning ten of them. 


lokawinsWBA title 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's Hirold Ioka wrested tire World Boxing 
Association (WBA) junior-flyweight title from South Korean 
veteran Yuh Myung-Woo on a split decision Tuesday. Judge 
Oscar Perez scored foe contest in Yuh’s favour at 115-113, but the 
decision was swayed by Harold Lederman, whd made It 115-113, 
and Phil Newman, who scored it 117-112 for Ioka. Ioka, 22, the 
former World Boxing Council fWBC) strawweight champion, 
used his superior reach to score repeatedly with left jabs in the 
early rounds. Yah, fighting for foe first time abroad in the 18th 
defence of foe title he wrested from American Joey Olivo in 1985, 
launched an offensive from foe eighth round and unleashed some 
powerful right crosses to Ioka's face. But foe 27-year-okl South 
Korean was unable to make up foe points deficit and slumped to 
foe first defeat of bis professional career. Toka improved his 
record to 19-2-1, including nine knockouts while Yuh’s record 
dropped to 36-1 with 14 knockouts. 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Sao Paulo tied Corinthians 0-0 to win 
the Sao Paulo state tournament while FLamengo battled to a draw 
with Fluminense in foe first game of the Rio state finals. Sao 
Paulo, foe defending national champion, needed only a tie to win 
foe title due to its 3-0 trouncing of Corinthians in foe opening 
playoff game last Sunday. The champions dominated the {Hay, but 
their careful defence resulted in a slow game. Rai, the state’s top 
scorer with 20 goals — inducting all three in last week's match — 
bad a few opportunities but was unable to score against 
Corinthian goalie Ronaldo. In Rio, Flamengo dominated {Hay, 
but had to settle for a 1-1 draw. Fluminense took the lead at the 
22nd minute on a penalty shot by Ezio but Flamengo struck back 
two minutes later when Paulo Nunes headed the ball past foe 
outstretched arms of Fluminense goalie Ricardo Pinto. 


Spain-Albania soccer match postponed 


Kasparov tops chess ratings 

MANILA (R) — Worid champion Garri Kasparov of foe Soviet 
r Union retained foe number one position in the chess rating? with 
I 2,780 points but Soviet dominance of the top lO has been broken, 
i International Chess Federation chief Florentio Campomanes said 
‘ in Manila Tuesday. The top 10 now indude England’s Nigel 
Short, India's Viswanatban An and, foe Estonian Alexei Shirov 
and Gata Karas ky of foe United States, Campomanes said in a 
press statement. Judit Polgar of Hungary, with a 2,550 rating, 
kept her number one position among women players. 


MADRID (AP) — European soccer officials concerned for 
Spanish players’ safety Monday postponed a match with Albania 
in Tirana this week. Spanish national team players learned foe 
European Championships qualifying match was off as they 
prepared to fly to foe Albanian capital, where severe food 
shortages have triggered rioting. The match had been scheduled 
for Wednesday. “The Albanian Federation cannot guarantee that 
the game will be played under normal circumstances and has been 
u nabl e to guarantee foe security of either Spanish players or foe 
UEFA delegate,” the Geneva-based body said in a- telex sent 
Monday to both soccer federations. The UEFA said it had been 
trying unsuccessfully to c ontac t Albanian soccer officials since 
Friday. An offical in the UEFA press office said there were no 
immediate plans to reschedule the game. The result of the match 
would have no bearing on the Group 1 standings. Both Spain and 
Albania failed to win a berth to next year’s final round in Sweden, 
losing opt to unbeaten France. 


Czech star quits Aston Vilia 


Leconte replaces Forget on French team 


PERTH, Australia (AP) — Henri Leconte was named Tuesday to 
replace Davis Cup teammate Guy Forget on the French team 
competing in the Hopman Cup Team Tennis Tournament, which 
begins on Dec. 27. Leconte and Forget both were members of the 
French team that scored an upset victory over the United States in 
foe Davis Cup final in Lyon earlier this month. Leconte will 
partner Julie Halard on foe French team in the 12-nation 
exhibition event, which features men's and women's singles and 
mixed doubles contests. Forget told organisers be bad to 
withdraw because of tendinitis in his right knee. The injury is not 
expected to prevent him from playing in next month’s Australian 
Open in Melbourne. France is to play foe British team of Jeremy 
Bates and Sarah Loose mo re in foe first round of foe Hopman 
Cop. Germany, which will be represented by Boris Becker and 
Steffi Graf, is foe top seed for foe Hopman Cup. Other top 
pairings include foe brofoer-and-rister Spanish pair of Emilio and 
Arantxa Sanchez and foe American combination of Grand Slam 
Cap winner David Wheaton and Mary Joe Fernandez. The 
tournament mil be played at the Perth Superdrome from Dec. 27 
to Jan. 3. 


BIRMINGHAM, England (AP) — After spenefing 13 months 
battling injury, Czechoslovak soccer player Ivo Stas has quit 
England's Aston Villa without ever playing a competitive match 
for the team. Signed from Banik Ostrava for $540,000, Stas, 26, 
has been told his nagging Achilles tendon injury will not survive 
the rigors of an English season, the club said. Villa will receive a 
$900,000 insurance pay-out because of the injury, but manager 
Ron Atkinson said it was a sad blow for the player and the team. 
“If he hadn't picked up foe injury he could well have developed 
into a Jan Moelby type of player, as 1 was hoping to play him in 
midfield,” said Atkinson, in a reference to Liverpool's cultured 
Dane, who can play either in midfield or defence. “Stas has 
trained every day this season, but three specialists have confirmed 
he would not be able to stand the rigors of the English first 
division.” 


Nannini undergoes operation 


Joyner-Kersee aiming for record 


SYDNEY (AP) — Reigning Olympic champion Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee says she will be aiming to break her own heptathlon work! 
record at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. The American athlete 
said she was aiming for 7,300 points in foe event. Her current 
worid record is 7,291. “Seven thousand, three hundred. That’s 
foe target," she said Tuesday during a visit to Sydney as part of a 
promotional tour. Her husband and coach. Bob Kersee, believes 
the worid record is will within her reach. “I think she can go 7,300 
if she is healthy and everything goes well," Kersee said. 
Joyner-Kersee finished second behind Australia's Glynis Nunn in 
the inaugural Olympic heptathlon in Los Angeles in 1984. She 
won in Seoul in 1988. Success in Spain would give her foe dual 
distinction of becoming the first female to win heptathlon medals 
at three successive Olympics and the first woman to win 
consecutive gold medals in foe evenL “What we are looking to do 
is to try and recapture the Olympic title and bring borne 
back-to-back gold medals,” said Bob Kersee. “No male or female 
athlete that I know has three Olympic multi-event medals, so I 
think that would be historic. And I think at that point you would 
have to consider her to be one of the best multi-event athletes 
ever,” he said. 


FLORENCE, (R) — Italian motor racing driver Alessandro 
Nannini had another operation on the forearm be severed in a 
helicopter crash last year. Nannini had his right forearm sewn 
back on after the crash and this latest operation on foe tendons 
was designed to enable him to close his band more easily. “The 
operation was a complete success and all we have to do now is 
wait,” said surgeon Carlo Bufafini. The former Benetton driver 
was injured when his helicopter crashed near his parents’ villa 
outside Siena in Tuscany. He has already driven a racing car in 
tests at foe Mugello Circuit and said in October he was 99 per cent 
certain of returning to Formula One in March 1992. 


Manchester’s Olympic bid wins support 

LONDON (R) — The British government b as promised to fund a 
ieasibiHty'study by the city of Manchester oi£a bid to stage- the 
2000 Olympics and said it would' decide on further financial 
support by the end of February. An official at Prime Minister 
John Major's office said Mr. Major agreed in a meeting with foe 
Manchester Organising Committee to make up to £2 million ($3.6 
million) available for a feasibility study into the bid. This was 
needed before there could be a firm commitment to provide 
government support to back the bid and help build new sports 
facilities if foe games were brought to Manchester, in Northern 
England. The bid must be submitted to foe International Olympic 
.Committee by April next year. Mr. Major, a keen sports fan, has 
been more enthusiastic towards a British Olympics bid than his' 
predecessor Margaret Thatcher, but remained cautious about 
committing government funds. “Very large sums (are) potentially 
at stake and foe implications would need to be considered very 
carefully,’' the official said. 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 18, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: As 
Mercury goes direct today you will 
find die logjam of blocked activity 
unleashed. Plan on changi n g your 
plans to day and expect to accom- 
plish a great deal without equal 
effort 


can keep steadfastly at the work 
expected of yon depute some pret- 
ty heavy pressure to get involved tn 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
The very early rooming is excellent 
for utilising some generated energy 
to your advantage but later in the 
day finds you in a hoc pot of 
discord. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You need to be most careful you 
do nothing whatever that could 
annoy one in a powerful postion 
and to handle credit matters with 
exactness. 


GEMINI; (M ay 21 to June 2!) 
Now you find you have all sorts of 
demands upon you where some 
new activity is concerned but make 
your plans early and don’t make 
sudden changes. 


MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) You would like to get out 
from under some pressure you fed 
is more than you can bear but 
you’d find it waiting you even more 
difficult to do later. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have some associates who you 
don’t know what to expect from 
next so go along cautiously and do 
nothing to stir op bis latent ani- 
mosity. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Show now you are the one who 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever now awaits you that 
requires you keep a smile ever 
present can be sensibly made to 
improve instead of re mainin g a 
pam in the neck. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21} Matters at yonr won resi- 
dence can be in a pretty betfic state. 

you remain coo! and objec- 
tive when tensions do rise there, 
with others. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Use more than aver- 
age care in motion whether on the 
highway or in buil d i ng s or you 
could come an expensive cropper 
that lays you up a while. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Think out some new 
means by which yon can gain the 
good will of those with whom yon 
have any sort of financial or other 
practical consideration. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You want to let fly in all 
directions but if you can be 
early and decide bow to handle 
surrounding problems you can save 
yourself considerable trouble. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You want to burst out from 
under those tinutations that you 
feel are more than you can bear 
but look at them and handle them 
impersonally. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRIS 



“Eating chocolate is good for a 
woman my age. Zits make me 
look younger!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ortifnafy wonts 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
l« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

TTP 
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THE IRS IS 
APT TO THINK 
YOU HAVE 


D 


Now arrange (be dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answers: “QXI>QTYXT 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BATON PERKY MIDWAY GUILTY 
Answer How the sandwtahman felt when he finished his 
day s work— IT WAS A BIG LETDOWN 


THE Daily Crossword 


by James E. Himsh. Jr. 


ACROSS 
1 Unfermented 
wine 

5 Take an oath 
10 King or queen 

14 Trivial amount 

15 — d'hote 

16 Doozy 

17 ‘Treasure 
Island” 
character 

20 Ear praf.~ 

21 Choir members 

22 PUrpie shade 

23 Edible seeds 

25 AgriculturaHst 

26 Ms Merkel 

27 — Mrs. North" 
(movie) 

29 Engrossed 

32 Fanatic 

33 Adage 
36 Periodical 

40 Evergreen 

41 More tender 

42 Freeway sign 

43 Magnificent 

44 — Tin Tin 
46 Toad-like 

49 Ornate in style 

53 Pirogue 

54 Destiny 

56 Sturm — Drang 

57 Marquand title 

60 "niad" e.g. 

61 Ms Massey 

62 Skinny 

63 Be too fond 

64 Peevish 
05 Pond plant 


mm Tnouoi Made Saraces. 


DOWN 

1 Cordage fiber 

2 Plumed hat 

3 Traffic 
maneuver 

4 — tai (drink) 

5 Dates" 

6 Pianist Andre 

7 Sp. river 

B Pub potables 
9 Kinsman: ahbr. 

10 Jellyfish 

11 Per — 

12 "Superman" 

13 Laundry 
appOartoe 


18 Maugham titie 

19 "Gunsmoke" 
actress Blake 

24 Ballet attire 

25 Phyffls Data's 
ex? 

27 Imitated 

28 Bring up 

29 Ump'8 kin 

30 "Do — say, 
not_." 

31 Alphabet run 

32 nowarless plant 

33 Hockey team 

34 Difference 
between Titan 
and Titian? 

35 Kind of 
blanket 

37 Lebanon's 
neighbor 

38 Certain horse 

39 Original 
Stole 

43 Gama bird 

44 P.M. MacDonald 

45 Hussein's land 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Salved: 
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Hurt 

City on Korea 

g«Y- 
Prepare to 
replant 

“Dark Victory - 1 
star George 
Feather 


51 Strip of sate and 

- spare -.--v- T l'- 

52 Plant sweBng.r 
SfCabbage 

56 Hep. prophet * 

58 Strike 

59 Dos Pi 
work. 
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Financial JorjmiSMies 

Markets in cowration 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U5. Dollar to InnmtltHul Markets 
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Belgian Franc 


17/12/1991 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


r Qnema 


1.8232/42 

1.1435/40 

1.5732/42 

1. 7750/60 

1.3920/30 

32.38/42 

5.3725/75 

1188/1189 

128.25/35 

5.7530/80 

6.1950/2000 

6.1275/25 

357.05/357.55 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarfes 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Tel: 677420 


CONCORD 


Dunla & Saeed Saleh 
In 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 3:30, 6:75. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


Turks sign port 
venture to link Soviet 
republics with West 


UAE banks hold half I 
of their money abroad 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish, Au- 
straian and U.S. firms have 
agreed to further develop a 
Black Sea port to handle trade 
between the West and indepen- 
dent Soviet republics, a senior 
official from Turkey's Alarko 
Holding Company said Tuesday. 

Chairman Ishak A La ton said 
Alarko signed a joint venture 
with Austrian Rosh Credit Inter- 
national SAH and American 
Hovsons Inc. last week in Mos- 
cow for a S20 million investment 
in a Turkish Black Sea port next 
year. 

He said Trabzon was the port 
most likely to be developed. New 
Jersey-based Hovsons would 

EC accepts 
OECD aid 
credit rules 

BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) Monday 
accepted new international rules 
designed to curtail the use of 
billions of dollars of development 
funs to promote rich nations’ 
exports. 

Dutch Finance Minister Wim 
Kok said EC members agreed to 
abide by rales set out in October 
at the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) to curb so-called tied 
aid credits to relatively wealthy 
developing countries. 

“That’s all been approved,” 
Mr. Kok told Reuters after a 
meeting of the 12 EC finance 
ministers. 

Some aid officials were worried 
that Germany, Spain and Italy, 
who have expressed reservations 
on the OECD scheme, together 
might have blocked EC accept- 
ance of the deal which took two 
years of sometimes tough bar- 
gaining to reach. 

The new rules are aimed at 
stopping industrialised states 
from offering cut-price aid money 
to the wealthiest developing na- 
tions, such as Mexico or Hong 
Kong, on condition they spend it 
on the creditor country's goods or 
services. 

EC officials said for poorer 
developing countries with current 
per capita income of less than 
£2,465 a year, such tied aid would 
be prohibited if the project was 
considered 'commercially viable. 

They said only the poorest and 
smallest nations, such as Bang- 
ladesh and Vanuatu, could still be 
offered tied funds on the grounds 
they need all the money they can 
get. 

Aid experts estimate up to $10 
billion of development funds a 
year are now used to “buy” into 
Third World markets. 

Backers of the OECD agree- 
ment say it could help release this 
money for genuine development 
projects from hospitals to roads, 
and may boost overall financial 
flows to developing states. 


have a 50 per cent stake in the 
venture, called Alport, with the 
rest equally divided between the 
other two companies. 

“The three companies decided 
to form a joint venture to develop 
a port and facilities in Turkey on 
the Black Sea to increase trade 
between Armenia and other 
Soviet republics and the West," 
Mr. Alaton told Reuters. 

“The Trabzon port is already in 
a free zone. We will put up 
cranes, warehouses and other 
facilities in an area to be desig- 
nated for us by the port adminis- 
tration,” Mr. Alaton said. 

Earlier this week, Turkey de- 
cided to recognise all Soviet re- 
publics which have declared inde- 
pendence. Several leaders of 
Central Asian republics have vi- 
sited Ankara. 

Mr. Alaton said a letter from 
Armenian Prime Minister Hirant 
Bagratyan to Turkish Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel this 
month asked Turkey to support 
the port venture. i 


ABU DHABI (R) — United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) banks 
have placed 53 billion dirhams 
($14.4 billion) in international 
markets, almost half of their total 
deposits, central bank governor 
Abdul Malek A1 Hamar said 
Tuesday. 

He told Reuters in an interview 
chat the country’s 55 banks had 
largely overcome the problems 
caused by the Gulf war. 

A crisis of confidence in Gulf 
banking led to huge outflows 
from the region after Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August 1990. 

The Basle-based Bank for In- 
ternationa) Settlements reported 
earlier this month that money was 
steadily flowing back into the 
region, with the biggest transfers 
recorded for the UAE. It said 
S3.8 billion was repatriated to 
banks in the UAE in the first half 
of 1991. 

Sheikh Hamar said the banks' 
investments abroad were mostly 
in short- term deposits and finan- 
cial instruments because UAE 


law bars banks from holding 
more than 25" per cent of their 
depositors' money in shares and 
stocks. 

He said available indicators 
showed the banks were likely to 
report modest profits 1991 and 
that they bad largely back on 
their feet. 

“UAE national banks are in a 
sound financial position and have 
resources and assets winch qual- 
ify them to enter international 
markets and benefit from oppor- 
tunities there,” he said without 
giving any details. 

Commenting on reports that 
the central tank was actively 
seeking mergers among the coun- 
try’s domestic tanks, the main 
victims of the Gulf crisis. Sheikh 
Hamar said that it would not 
force the banks to act. 

But the central bank strongly 
favoured bank mergers that 
“would boost financial resources 
and consolidate competed ve- 
ness,” he added. 


News reports in the country say 
the central wants to reduce the 
number of domestic banks to 
single figures. There are about 40 
domestic b anks in the UAE. 
Others tanks are branches of 
foreign institutions. 

lire governor, who is due to 
step down shortly after more than 
10 years in office, said the central 
tank was considering an insur- 
ance scheme to protect bank de- 
positors. He gave no details. 

Such a scheme has been called 
for in the UAE since the collapse 
earlier this year of the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BOO), owned largely by 
UAE President Zaid Bin Sultan 
AJ Nahayan’s family. 

BCCTs UAE subsidiary has 
continued trading under a diffe- 
rent name. Its depositors were 
unaffected. 

No figures have been given for 
deposits held at BCCTs UAE’s 
brandies but these have been 
estimated at around S2 billion. 


Israel 

• ■ 

sets, new 
foreign 


Soviet bankers secure debt deferral deal 


FRANKFURT (R) — Soviet 
bankers Tuesday won a crucial 
three-month breathing space in 
tank dept repayments. 

A meeting of representatives 
from 12 major banks, the Soviet 
Foreign Trade Bank (Vnesheko- 
nombank) and the Russian Cen- 
tral Bank agreed that payments 
due during the first three months 
of next year would be put off until 
the end of March. 

Estimates for the Soviet Un- 
ion's total foreign debt at the end 
of 1991 vary widely from S57 to 
$71 billion, a recent World Bank 
review of world debt said. 

Sources dose to the talks stres- 
sed that a cancellation of the debt 
had not been on the agenda. 

“It was made dear that the 
Soviets will make every effort to 
repay the debts,” one banker, 
who asked not be named, said. 


He said that Soviet bankers 
had dismissed reports that 
Vneshekonombank was on the 
verge of bankruptcy. “They told 
us not to take reports that the 
bank is fadng a (hard currency) 
cash crisis too seriously.” 
“Reports that the bank has 
only $60 million left in its coffers 
were called adventurous and mis- 
leading. There will be enough 
cash flow, maybe not now, but 
when the time is there (and pay- 
ments are due), there will be 
enough,” he said. 

The trade bank oversees the 
servicing of foreign debt. 

Vneshekonombank confirmed 
its intention to pay interest on all 
debt punctually, Deutsche Bank 
A.G., as chairman of the tank 
debt steering committee, said in a 
statement on the talks. 

The World Bank report said 


the Soviet Union earned enough 
money from its exports pay in- 
terest on the debt, bin a bunching 
of repayments meant it would be 
1993 before it actually had the 
free cash to do so. 

Vneshekonombak is faced a 
currency shortage. Export re- 
venues scarecely cover debt ser- 
vicing and other urgent pay- 
ments, and a bank official lias 
said there could be difficulties in 
repaying debt in the coming 
months. 

The Soviet bankers did not 
produce official figures on the 
amounts due in the first quarter 
of 1992. 

A German newspaper said last 
week that redemption and in- 
terest payments of $3.4 billion 
and $130 million respectively 
were due in December. 

The roll-over agreed in the 


early hours of Tuesday concerns 
debts taken up before Jan. 1, 
1991, and due for payment be- 
tween Dec. 5, 1991, and March 
31. 1992. 

Public and private securities, 
bonds, and short-term credit fas- 
dlities at financial institutions 
were not included in the debt 
deferral. 

U.S. economist Jeffery Sachs 
said at the weekend that the 
short-term economic outlook in 
the country was catastrophic and 
that concessions made by leading 
Western countries to help the 
Soviet economy were insufficient. 

'This is no time to be collecting 
debts,” be said, describing Soviet 
payment problems as a severe 
liquidity squeeze. But, he added, 
“foe debts are payable in the long 
term.” 


Maxwell Communication makes bankruptcy filing 


NEW YORK (AP) — Maxwell 
Communication Corp. PLC 
(MCC), one of the late Robert 
Maxwell’s flagship public enter- 
prises. announced late Monday it 
had filed for bankruptcy court 
protection in New York. 

The filing was made under 
chapter 11 of the U.S. bankrupt- 
cy code. 

Officials of the British com- 
pany said they filed the petition in 
the United States mainly because 
the “bulk of its revenue and 
operating profit,” was generated 
by American businesses. 

Maxwell Communication re- 
ported an oeprating profit of $344 
million on revenue of 1.72 billion 
m the fiscal year ended March 21 , 

A spokeswoman for Maxwell 
Communication, Sally McEll- 
wreath, said the filing was only 
for the London-based holding 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, one sitting room, dining room, living 
room, three bathrooms, telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Call tel. 666880 


BUILDING FOR RENT 

A building in the Third Circle area in jabai Amman for rent. 
The building was occupied by the Jordan Bank/the 
administration offices. It consists of three floors, each of 
two apartments, taking into consideration that there are 
parking lots for cars. 

For Information please contact tel. 642903 or 
653851 


company and did not cover any of 
its operating companies, which 
include the publisher MacMillan 
Inc. and Official Airline Guides, 
which publishes airline schedule. 

The bankruptcy fUing will per- 
mit Maxwell executives to devise 
a reorganisation plan while keep- 
ing creditors at bay. 

Maxwell Communication is 
one of two public companies con- 
trolled by the Maxwell family. 
The other is mirror group news- 
papers PLC, also based in Lon- 
don. 

Trading in stocks of both com- 
panies has been suspended since 
Dec. 2. 

The Maxwell media empire has 
been engulfed in allegations of 
financial improprieties following 
Robert Maxwell's mysterious 
death at sea Nov. 5. 

The chief allegation is that pen- 
sion funds from Mirror Group 
were improperly diverted to help 
keep the empire afloat. 

It carried a debt estimated at 
more than $2 billion, much of it 


incurred in 1989, when Maxwell 
bought the book and information 
services company MacMillan for 
$2.6 billion and Official Airlines 
Guides for $750 million. 

Maxwell executives earlier in- 
sisted the company could meet a 
$750 million interest payment due 
next foil without any problem. 

But Kevin Maxwell, who took 
control of Maxwell Communica- 
tion shortly after his father's 
death only to step down a few 
weeks later, conceded that the 
company would not be able to 
meet a $1.25 billion payment due 
in 1994. 

Maxwell Communication 
Chairman Peter Laister said the 
bankruptcy filing will allow the 
company “an opportunity to 
effect an orderly reconstruction 
of its liabilities in the best in- 
terests of all creditors of MCC.“ 

It could not immediately be 
determined how much creditors 
are owed or how much in assets 
Maxwell Communication 
claimed. 


China plans steps to 
attract Increasing 
foreign investment 


In addition to MacMillan 
and Official Airline Guides, 
Maxwell Communication owns a 
50 per cent interest in MacMfllan- 
McGraw Hill School Publishing 
Co., a jont venture.., with 
McGraw-Hill Inc. That ^ is ibe 
leading U.S. educational pub- 
lisher for elementary and high 
schools. 

Also in New York, a 13- 
member committee of creditors 
was named to participate in a 
separate bankruptcy case to 
reoganise the Daily News, the 
New York tabloid that is pari of 
the Maxwell empire’s private 
holdings. 

Two U.S. congressman, John 
Dingell, and Edward Markey, 
both Democrats, also requested 
an American congressional probe 
of the “Maxwell debacle." 

In London, investigations of 
the circumstances surrounding 
the collapse of the empire con- 
tinued, focusing on possible man- 
ipulation of laons and pension 
funds. It also disclosed Monday 
that Robert Maxwell left a will, 
"but few details were immediately 
available. 


TEL AVIV (R). r— Israeli Fi- 
nance Minister. Yitzhak Modai 
announced Monday a new system 
for setting foreign exchange rates 
against the shekel which De said 
would end wild speculation and 
help hn s in esgr n ffl R fr • J 

Under the new system, which 
becomes effective Tuesday morn- 
ing, the me dian rate of the shekel 
against a basket of currencies was 
lowered by three per cent. The 
median rate will be lowered by an 
additional nine per cent by the 
end of 1992, Modai told a news 
conference. . - • - 

He emphasised 'that the new 
policy was not-a devaluation of 
the shekel which would continue 
to be set according to a market 
forces. 

The central bank will continue 
setting the dai^^e.kel foreign 
rates within a five jxsf cent spread 
above the below that day’s me- 
dian rate. ,• 

Instead of adjusting; the median 
rate several times annuall y under 
the current system, 1 the central 
bank will now devalue the me- 
dian rate daily nr small incre- 
ments but not more than a total 
of nine per cent 'by -the end of 
1992. • . 

Modai said one of *the 'goals of 
the new system ‘Was to' prevent 
wild speculation mahout devalua- 
tions that periodically spurred 
runs on dollars, interest rates 
increases and general instability 
in the market. 


Karachi 
shops dose 
to avoid 
government 

mil *V--» JMMqi.iNrfj ' 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — 
Shopkeepers in Pakistan's biggest 
city, Karachi, closed their 
businesses Tuesday to avoid raids 
by government inspectors looking 
for adulterated food and medi- 
cine. 

The owners of Food shops and 
general stores have blamed 
wholesalers and manufacturers 
for watering down milky mixing 
rice powder into ground spices, 
adding cheap fats to butter and 
putting fake ingredients in medi- 
cines. .-.•5 

Mohammad Farid* Qureshi, 
general secretary jafrlbe ‘Karachi 
Retail Groce.rer*5iroup.' said 
wholesalers refused- to guarantee 
that their products **re pure. 

The crackdown!' began- after 
Karachi authorities sampled food 
and medicine and found that 16 
per cent of itemsndntained cheap 
additives. c l » • 



Cinema 


Tel: 634144 



Tel: thSii V 

/Cinema 

Tel: 625155 X II 

1 Al Mashini Theatre \ j 

/ 



HirrttaAwiwdFati^ 

ZAMAN AL SHAKLABEH 


NO HOLDS BARRED 


on Thursday Jan. 2, 1992 
Advance reservation needed 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Show: 3:30. fcJU. H:.*j p . m . 



PEKING (Agencies) — China, 
eager to increase investment from 
abroad, plans to open more ports 
to trade and to encourage foreign 
investors to develop large tracts 
of land, an official report has 
said. 

The English-language China 
Daily newspaper said the steps to 
increase foreign investment also 
will give a boost to reforms intro- 
duced in 1978 by senior leader 
Deng Xiaoping. 

Official Chinese reports have 
said that foreign investment has 
surged this year. According to 
Chinese figures, during the first 
half of 1991 foreign investors 
signed more than 5,028 contracts 
valued at $4J>5 billion, a 93 per 
cent increase from the previous 
year. 

Officials with the State Plan- 
ning Commission said the new 
steps also indude efforts to ex- 
pand economic development 
zones, strengthen border trade 
and improve the domestic invest- 
ment dimate, the China Daily 
reported. 

Officials said they expect five 
of China’s coastal regions to 
attract foreign real estate inves- 
tors, the newspaper said. 

It said those are tiie Pearl River 
Delta in southern Guangdong 
province, the Fuzhou and Xia- 
men areas in eastern Fujian pro- 
vince, the Pudong zone in Shan- 
ghai, the northern city of Tianjin, 
and the southern island province 

of Human . 

The report said foreign inves- 
tors from several countries have 
already shown interest in the 


coastal dties. 

It said that from 1987 to 1990, 
investors from the United States, 
Japan, Singapore, Thailand, the 
Philippines, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan bought leasing rights for 
80 plots of land in 20 Chinese 
coastal cities. 

The investors paid $110 million 
for the rights to 665 hectares 
(1,642 acres), the newspaper 
said. 

Meanwhile China is finding 
jobs for its millions of unem- 
ployed dty workers but most of 
them are simply getting an “iron 
rice bowl” — lifetime guaranteed 
employment which the state is 
desperately trying to phase out. 

The nhina Daily said that four 
ntiDion dty workers were given 
jobs during the first nine months 
of this year, making the urban 
unemployment rate about 2.6 per- 
cent. 

Despite the massive job hand- 
out, the new urban unemploy- 
ment rate marks an increase over 
June when official news reports 
said it had fallen to below two per 
cent. 

Diplomats say China’s unem- 
ployment statistics are notorious- 
ly unreliable and real unemploy- 
ment among the estimated 200 
million urban residents probably 
tops ten per cent. 

The China Daily said officials 
were worried about the employ- 
ment situation because more than 
half of this year’s new jobs were 
filled by administrative decree 
rather than through the more 
economically efficient contract 
system. 


Modem, three bedrooms in excellent and dean shape. New paint, new 
waft-to-waB carpet, excellent finishing. Located dose- to shopping and 
office areas west of the Professional Associations Complex. The 
apartment is ready for occupancy with full sendees: heafc running water, 
electricity, intercom and telephone, Other specifications ’include large 
living -dining room, two bathrooms, balcony, kitchen. 

Call: 862862 


VILLA FOR RENT v;* , 

Three- bedroom villa in Shmeisani. Good location, com- 
plete privacy with central heating, telephone, garden and 
car park. \ ' ' 

Interested expatriates call owner at Zarqa 
09-911211 Ext. 2805 between 5 and KTpJii. 


WHY RISK IT??? 


Secure your homes, offices and 

cars with the latest MOSS and 
modern alarm systems. 



Call us now lor more 
details 812955 
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®r told Soviet military 
stay out of politics 


BISHKEK, Soviet Union (R) — 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker has been assured that the 
Soviet military will stay out of 
politics despite a radical trans- 
formation of the former Com- 
munist superpower, a senior U.S. 
official said Tuesday. 

The official also said Soviet 
Defence Minister Yevgeny Sha- 
poshnikov expects to become the 
commander-in-chief of the armed 
forces of the new commonwealth 
of independent states formed last 
week by Russia, Ukraine and 
Byelorussia. 

The official, who asked not to 
be named, was speaking to repor- 
ters as Mr. Baker flew to Bish- 
kek, capital of the Central Asian 
Republic of KyTgyzstan, on a tour 
to evaluate the gradual collapse 
of the Soviet Union. 

Discussing a meeting Mr. Bak- 
er held Monday with Gen. Sba- 
Foshnikov and Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin, the official said: 
“What we got was a pretty clear 
reflection of a military that is not 
going to intrude in politics.'’ 

The official said Mr. Baker had 
the impression that the armed 
forces were “a professional milit- 
ary which sits apart from politics 


and ... will reconcile themselves 
to arrangements which are work- 
ed out.” 

The U.S. administration is 
worried that the armed forces, 
increasingly tired of the political 
chaos enveloping the country, 
could take control in a bid to 
restore order. 

Robert Strauss, the U.S. 
ambassador to Moscow, has de- 
scribed the forces as “the wild 
card” in Soviet politics. 

Mr. Baker held 10 hours of 
talks Monday, first with Mr. Yelt- 
sin and then President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, who is fighting an 
increasingly desperate battle to 
keep his post. 

Mr. Gorbachev has been 
undergoing the death of a 
thousand cuts since last August's 
failed hardline coup, watching his 
powers being stripped away one 
by one. 

' He is still nominally 
commander-in-chief, bat Russia 
wants him to hand over this au- 
thority as well. 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk has already announced 
he was taking control of the 
armed forces on his territory and 
on Tuesday Azerbaijani leader 


Ayaz Mutalibov followed suit. 

Mr. Yeltsin Monday gave Mr. 
Baker details of plans for military 
control in the commonwealth, 
reiterating its members would 
sign a defence treaty providing 
for a joint forces 'command. 

“In the context of looking at 
how the commonwealth is going 
to operate, he (Shaposhnikov) 
talks about this defence alliance 
... and says he will be the 
commander-in-chief of this de- 
fence alliance,” the official said. 

Mr. Baker was due to spend 
three hours in Kyrgyzstan before 
flying onto Kazakhstan. Both re- 
publics have said they are ready 
to join the commonwealth at a 
meeting of republics in the 
Kazakh capital Alma-Ata this 
weekend. 

One of the main purposes of 
Mr. Baker's trip is to urge that 
the Soviet Union's strategic nuc- 
lear arsenal is not split up as ibe 
Soviet Union disintegrates. 

Mr. Baker said after talks with 
Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Gorbachev 
that he felt ‘very reassured' ab- 
out the safety of Soviet nudear 
arms. 

Mr. Baker Monday also said 
the United States would consider 


recognising Russia and Ukraine 
as independent states, underlin- 
ing Gorbachev's precarious posi- 
tion. 

Mr. Baker met Kyrgyzstan „ 
President Askar Akayev and said 
afterwards he had “taken note 
and admired the president's com- 
mitment to democratisation.” 
Washington regards Mr. 
Akayev as a model advocate for 
democracy in Central Asia. 

Meanwhile the lower chamber 
of the effectively defunct Soviet 
parliament said Tuesday Presi- 
dent Gorbachev should resign be- 
cause be had done nothing to stop 
the disintegration of the country. 

“As the Soviet president has 
kept himself aloof from impor- 
tant national and state issues, we 
raise the question of his resigna- 
tion,” said an appeal adopted by 
the chamber and addressed to 
republican leaders and parlia- 
ments. 

The lower chamber's decision 
has no constitutional standing. It 
illustrates the collapse of central 
authority personified by Mr. Gor- 
bachev, after a new agreement to 
create a commonwealth of inde- 
pendent states which proclaimed 
the Soviet Union dead. 


2MA fire-bomb found in children’s toy 


BELFAST (R) — Northern Ire- 
land police on Tuesday accused 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
guerrillas of sinking to a new low 
after parents discovered a fire- 
bomb hidden in a children's toy 
bought at a Belfast store. 

The fire-bomb, now a favourite 
weapon of the IRA in its battle 
to oust Britain from Northern 
Ireland, was found inside a toy 
car. 

“The FRA has sunk to a new 
low with the planting of this 
device." a police spokesman said. 
“It is an absolute disgrace. There 
could be a toy sitting somewhere 
under a Christmas tree all wrap- 
ped with a bomb sitting inside it.” 

The guerrilla group has planted 


about 300 firebombs in Northern 
Ireland this year. Over the last 
three weekends it has also 
planted them in stores on the 
British mainland in a pre- 
Christmas bombing blitz. 

London commuters faced more 
chaos Tuesday, one day after an 
IRA bomb on a railway track 
paralysed the British capital's rail 
network. 

With police on full alert for a 
pre-Christmas blitz by tbe guerril- 
las, thousands of travellers had 
their journeys to work disrupted 
when a security scare caused by a 
loud bang shut marble arch 
underground rail station, one of 
London's busiest. 

Transport Police evacuated the 


packed station at the height of the 
morning rush-hour but said after 
a search that tbe alert had been 
caused by an electrical fault on a 
train. 

“Obviously after the incidents 
of the last couple of weeks eveiy- 
one is very jumpy. We’re certain- 
ly not taldng any chances,” a 
spokesman for London under- 
ground said. 

Security was also stepped up at 
London's Heathrow Airport, the 
world's busiest. Police removed 
litter bins and towed away un- 
attended vehicles; 

Christmas is Heathrow's 
busiest time with more than half a 
million people likely to use it 
between Dec. 20 and 24. 


Tm®r massacre commission 
seem losing credibility 


JAXARTA (R) — The head of 
an official Indonesian inquiry into 
last month's East Timor massacre 
has supported the army’s widely 
disputed account that only 19 
people were killed. 

Diplomats said the comments 
by Mr. Djaelani, carried by the 
official Antara News Agency 
Tuesday, threatened to under- 
mine die credibility of the inquiry 
commission’s final report. 

Witnesses say at least 100 peo- 
ple were killed when troops on 
Nov. 12 fired on a crowd mourn- 
ing the earlier death of an inde- 
pendence sympathiser. The Au- 
stralian government has esti- 
mated that 75 people were shot. 

“What is at issue is the credibil- 
ity of the report itself ... One 
thing which would undermine 
that would be to ignore witness 
reports of the death ton,” a 


Western diplomat said. 

Antara Tuesday quoted Mr. 
Djaelani as backing the army 
tally, saying he could find no 
evidence of other corpses after 
searching suspected secret burial 
sites. 

The commission had just spent 
three weeks seeking evidence in 
the former Portuguese colony 
which Indonesia annexed in 1976, 
a move still not internationally 
recognised. 

“Where does that leave the 
other witnesses’ account? There 
are many ways of disposing of 
bodies (other than burying them) 
... it’s very difficult when some 
ministers privately admit the 
number is higher,’' Another di- 
plomat said. 

Diplomats said they expected 
the report to be published around 
Christmas when a critical West's 
attention would be distracted. 


U.S. charities feeling the 
pinch during recession 


WASHINGTON (AP) — There 
will be no fresh fruit for tbe needy 
this season at tbe Interface Pantry 
in Aurora, Illinois. 

At soup kitchens in Baltimore, 
the Christmas baskets mil be 
smaller than usual. 

The homeless families that 
come into oar friends’ place in 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, “are in 
worse shape,” says Shelter Direc- 
tor Jim Hamilton. 

As the recession drags on, the 
ranks of those in need are in- 
creasing and tbe resources of 
those usually able to help are 
being strained, a survey by the 
Associated Press shows. 


"Some people who were in 
Gosor ranks last year are in the 
receiver ranks this year,” said 
Stephen Gibbs, executive direc- 
tor of the Freestore-Foodbank in 

CSn dimat i- 

But people are still digging into 
their pockets and pantries to help 
those less well off. “The public is 
mindful that times are bad,” said 
Mr. Gibbs. 

Despite the best intentions, 
though, donations are down in 
many places. 

At the Alameda County Food 
Bank in Oakland, California, 
food and money contributions 
have dipped 20 per cent in recent 
months. Executive Director John 
Momper said. 

“We have less to give away 
than last year because the dona- 
tions didn’t come through,” said 
Dorothy Durham, director of 


pillar Tractor Plant contributed 
to a 30 per cent increase in tbe 
demand for food baskets, said 
Judie Newberry, director of tbe 
Interface Pantry. 

“We are not going to be able to 
provide anyone with fresh fruit.” 
she said. “They may get five cans 
of vegetables instead of six, or 
three cans of soup instead of 
four.” 

Bill Ewing, director of the 
Maryland Food Bank in Balti- 
more, said the organisation re- 
ceived as many bags of food this 
year as last, but the bags bad 20 
per cent less food in them. 

"Tbe baskets will be smaller 
this year, and it’s tough for peo- 
ple,” he said. 

Kathy Howe, director of the 
Irving Park Community Food 
Pantry in Chicago, said requests 
for food have increased almost 40 
per cent in six months and “if 
things do not get better we will 
probably have to start refusing 
people.” 

“We used to laugh around here 
because the president said there’s 
no recession,” Ms. Howe said. 
“He should have called us — we 
could have told him.” 

The news is not all bad. 

The General Service Adminis- 
tration says it has channelled 
more than $207 million worth of 
food and other items left over 
from tbe Gulf war to non-profit - 
food programmes. 

Some organisations said Christ- 
mas giving was good. 

Lee Ann Wright, director of 


Citizen Community Develop-, the Charles County Children's 
ment Corp., which distributes Aid Society in St. Charles, Mary- 
holiday food baskets in Buffalo, land, said giving to the society's 
New York. annual Christmas connection has 

■ In Aurora, layoffs at the Cater- been “enormous.” 


N. Zealand 
backs down 
onextradition 
of French 
agent 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand, bowing to French press- 
ure, said Tuesday it would not 
seek the extradition from 
Switzerland of a French spy ac- 
cused of helping to bomb the 
Greenpeace ship Rainbow War- 
rior in 1985. 

Justice Minister Doug Graham 
said the government, for a mixture 
of political and judicial reasons, 
would not pursue an extradition 
request lodged by New Zealand 
Police, who say Gerald An dries 
was part of a French spy team. 

A few hours after the decision 
Andries was released from jail m 
the Swiss city of Basle, the city 
prosecutor's office said. 

“Andries will not be brought to 
justice but New Zealand has to 
uphold international law.... I sup- 
pose in a way you could say tbe 
French have got away with it,” 
Mr. Graham told a news confer- 
ence. 

“But international condemna- 
tion of France remains,” be said, 
adding there was a prime fade 
case for manslaughter against Mr. 
Andries. A Greenpeace .photo- 
grapher was killed in the blast. 

Greenpeace said its lawyers 
would seek an injunction against 
the government’s decision. 

“Our attorneys will be there (in 
court) first thing in the morning 
New Zealand time,” Greenpeace 
International Executive Director 
Steve Sawyer told Reuters from 
the environmentalist group's 
headquarters in Amsterdam. 

A spokesman for the group of 
New Zealand accused Mr. Gra- 
ham of backing down on a pre- 
vious commitment not to inter- 
fere in the judicial process. 

“It's gutless, they have caved 
in. They have made a political 
decision when they said they 
would leave it up to die courts,” 
said Gr ee npeace spokeswoman. 
Bunny McDiannid, who was a' 
crewmember of the Rainbow 
Warrior. 

“The man is wanted for mur- 
der. The kind of message they are 
sending is that if your are a 
government terrorist you can get 
away with murder in this coon-' 
try,” she told Renters. 

Mr. Graham acknowledged the 
police had at least as good a case 
against Andries as they had 
against two other French agents, 
Alain Mafart and Dominique 
Prieur, who pleaded guilty to 
manslaughter and were sentenced 
to 10 years in 1985. 


Olszewski 
gives up 
bid to form 
Polish 
government 


WARSAW (R) — Polish Prime 
Minister Jan Olszewski gave up 
his attempt to form a government 
Tuesday. Polish News Agency 
(PAP) said. 

It said Mr. Olszewski, reluc- 
tantly nominated prime minister 
by President Lech WaJesa two 
weeks ago, told parliamentary 
leaders he was unable to form a 
government with a parliamentary 
majority. 

Mr. Olszewski was the third 
politician to try and fail to form a 
government since Poland’s first 
free post-war parliamentary elec- 
tions on Oct. 27 returned a deep- 
ly fragmented parliament with 
little possibility of forming a 
stable majority. 

Mr. Olszewski, a former Soli- 
darity lawyer, headed a five-party 
centre-right coalition that crum- 
bled under the strain of trying to 
agree on an economic program- 
me. 

Two parties abandoned the 
alliance last week — the Free 
Market Liberal Democratic Con- 
gress (KLD) of outgoing Prime 
Minister Jan Krzysztof Bielecki 
and the Nationalist Confedera- 
tion for Independent Poland 
(KPN) 

Mr. Krzysztof Krol, a leader of 
the KPN, told reporters Tuesday 
Mr. Olszewski would present his 
resignation to parliament. 


Mr. Olszewski’s bid collapsed 
partly because a head-on collision 
with Mr. Walesa, who refused his 
support in a fundamental dis- 
agreement over economic policy. 

Mr. Mr. Olszewski proposed 
an anti-recession policy to soften 
the industrial collapse and soar- 
ing unemployment into which Po- 
land has sunk under the impact of 
the “shock therapy” policies of 
the first two Solidarity govern- 
ments. 


Azeri president declares 
himself army commander 


MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Ayaz Mutalibov of Azerbaijan 
declared himself commander-in- 
chief of all non-strategjc armed 
forces on the territory of his 
troubled republic, news agencies 
reported Tuesday. 

But tbe regional Interior Minis- 
try troop commander said the 
troops should be withdrawn from 
the region because the decision to 
post them there was taken “at a 
time when the Soviet Union ex- 
isted,” the Soviet military news- 
paper Krasnaya Zvezda (Red 
Star) reported Tuesday. 

“Now that Armenia and Azer- 
baijan are independent states, a 
different legal basis is needed to 
keep (Soviet) Union Interior 
Ministry troops there.” Maj. 
Gen. A. Kulikov was quoted as 
telling Krasnaya Zvezda. 

The newspaper identified Gen. 
Kulikov as chief of Soviet Interior 
Ministry troops for the Northern 
Caucasus and Transcaucasia, 
which includes Armenia, Azer- 
baijan and Georgia. 

Mr. Mutalibov is tbe second 
president of a republic to claim 
control over Soviet forces and 
weapons, following Ukraine's 
President Leonid Kravchuk. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev still retains the title of 
commander-in-chief of the Soviet 
Union’s arsenal of 27,000 nuclear 
weapons and 3.5 mil lion military 
personnel. 

The leaders of the new Com- 
monwealth of Independent 


at least tens of thousands. Azer- 
baijan is not one of the four 
Soviet republics which houses 
nudear weapons. 

The Caucasus mountains re- 
public has been locked in a 
bloody conflict with the neigh- 
bouring Republic of Armenia for 
nearly four years over control of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a mainly 
Armenian enclave located inside 
Azerbaijan. 

In a separate development, 
Armenian President Levon Ter- 
Petrosyan introduced a state of 
emergency in a region where 
local residents stopped a tram 
and took 70 passengers hostage 
Monday, Tbe Soviet News Agen- 
cy TASS reported. 

The train was going through 
the Armenian district of Megri 
from Baku, capital of Azerbai- 
jan, to Nakhichevan, an Azeri 
ruled region near the border with 
Iran. 

TASS said the prisoners were 
taken in retaliation for the cap- 
ture by Azeri forces of three 
Armenians last month. 

At least nine people were kil- 
led and 16 wounded over the last 
24 hours in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
TASS said Monday. 

Moscow radio said Azeri spe- 
cial police opened fire on the 
regional capital Stepanakert and 
four Armenian villages. 

“The situation in Stepanakert 
remains extremely difficult. 
There is no flour, the bread fac- 


States, having claimed control tory has stopped. One third of the _ 
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over military policy, have refused 
to guarantee he will hold that job 
much longer. 

The Azerbaijan Defence 
Ministry said Tuesday it did not 
know how many Soviet army and 
Interior Ministry troops were 
based in the republic, but past 
reports have indicated there are 


town has no water supply,' 
radio said. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan’s decision 
to introduce a state of emergency 
for three months in the Megri 
district was backed by the Arme- 
nian Parliament. It provided for a 
night curfew, the Armenian News 
Agency Snark said. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bush approval rating slips to 47% 


WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bush’s approval 
rating has slipped to the lowest level of his presidency, driven 
down by doubts over his handling of the economy, according t.o a 
new Washington Post-ABC News poll. Bush’s approval rating has 
fallen to 47 per cent, according to the survey published in Tuesday 
editions of tbe Washington Post and which was reported Monday 
night on ABCs World News Tonight. Six weeks ago 59 per cent 
of Americans approved of the way Mr. Bush was handling his job, 
according to the poll, which said concern over jobs and tbe 
economy appeared to account for the decline. The poll was a 
survey of 1 312 randomly selected adults conducted from Dec. 11 
through Dec. 15. The margin of sampling error was plus or minus 
3 per cent. The poll was conducted by Chilton Research of 
Radnor. Nearly nine in 10 of those polled characterised the 
economy as “not so good” or “poor.” Just one in 10 called the 
economy “good” or “excellent.” 


Khmer Rouge team back in Phnom Penh 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Heavily armed police took up positions 
around the new Cambodian home of the Khmer Rouge Tuesday 
when a group of the Maoist radicals arrived back in the city their 
leaders were driven from last month. Mak Ben, the Khmer 
Rouge's senior offidai on the secretariat of Cambodia's provision- 
al Supreme National Council (SNC), arrived with his delegation 
to a low-key welcome. Most Cambodians seemed unaware that 
members of the hated organisation had returned. Mak Ben made 
no comment at Phnom Penh Airport when he arrived from 
Bangkok with seven other members of the China-backed Khmer 
Rouge, among them Chan Youran. ambassador to Peking during 
in 1975-1978 “killing fields" years. 


U.S. scaling back weapons production 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The end of the cold war will soon be 
felt in America's nuclear weapons production plants. Energy 
Secretary James Watkins has unveiled plans to scale bade 
weapons production activities in the coming decade. He said the 
work force involved in nuclear warhead production — now more 
than 30,000 people in 12 states — will be cut in half. Some 
consolidation is expected within a few years, while other actions 
are likely to take a dozen years or more, Energy Department 
officials said. Many of the workers wifi be retrained to help in 
environmental cleanup activities. 


Kohl hails 
EC move on 
Yugoslavia 
as victory 
for Bonn 


DRESDEN. Germany (R) — 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl Tuesday 
hailed the European Commun- 
ity's decision to recognise break- 
away Yugoslav republics next 
month as a great victory for Ger- 
many. 

“I am pleased to be able to say 
today that the Croats will not be 
left alone,” he said to a standing 
ovation from the 1,000 delegates 
at the final session of a congress 
of his Christian Democratic Un- 
ion (CDU) in Dresden. 

“This is a great victory for 
German foreign policy.” 

Mr. Kohl confirmed Germany, 
the staunchest backer of war-torn 
Croatia and neighbouring 
Slovenia, would decide Thursday 
to recognise any republic that 
pledges by Dec. 23 to guarantee 
democracy, minority rights and 
stable borders. 

He said a late-night comprom- 
ise in Brussels, where foreign 
ministers agreed that other EC 
states would decide on recogni- 
tion on Jan. 15, proved Germany 
would act in concert with its 
partners. 

To underline this point, Bonn 
will not put its recognition deri- 
sion into effect until Jan. 15. 

Mr. Kohl set off alarm bells at 
the United Nations and among 
key allies when he announced this 
month that Bonn would recognise 
Slovenia and Croatia by Christ- 
mas. 

Mri Kohl, whose support for 
the republics stems from historic- 
al ties and from Germany’s new 
high-profile role in Central 
Europe, said be hoped peace 
could soon come to Yugoslavia. 

“The decision of the EC fore- 
ign ministers is a dear signal to 
the Serbian leadership and the 
military in Belgrade,” be said. 
“Those in responsibility are now 
called on to finally end this sense- 
less bloodshed and open the way 
for the stationing of U.N. 
peacekeeping troops.” 

In Zagreb, Croatian officials 
said Tuesday they were dis- 
appointed that the European 
Community (EC) bad not recog- 
nised their republic but welcomed 

pledges to offer recognition next 
month. 

Serbian officials condemned 
the derision by the 12 EC foreign 
minis ters in Brussels to recognise 
any Yugoslav republic as an inde- 
pendent state on Jan. 15 if it 
meets conditions on human 
rights, ethnic minorities and 
democracy. 

“It is both positive and nega- 
tive,” Croatian Information 
Minister Branko Salaj told repor- 
ters in Zagreb, the Croatian 
capital. 

“ft is negative because the EC 
did not deride yesterday, but it is 
in our interest that recognition is 
a joint action if possible. If the 
price for this is waiting three 
more weeks, then it is a price 
worth paying.” 

He welcomed Germany's deci- 
sion to recognise Croatia and its 
neighbour Slovenia Thursday but 
to make the move effective from 
Jan. 15, although he said it was 
not ideal. 

“We have been disappointed 
so many times so a German un- 
ilateral decision would somehow 
encourage us,” Mr. Salaj said. 

He also hoped the decision 
would help persuade the United 
States to favour recognition of 
Croatia. 


Japan sends senior official to Burma for talks 


BANGKOK (R) — A senior 
Japanese official travelled to Bur- 
ma Tuesday to try to persuade its 
junta, which suppressed student 
protests with bayonets and 
barbed wire last week, to heed 
international opinion. 

“Japan would only like to per- 
suade, not to demand, it to heed 
international opinions,” an offi- 
cial at the Japanese embassy in 
Bangkok said. 

“We'don't want to apply press- 
ure on the SLORC (Burma's 
State Law and Order Resotration 
Council) as such action may make 
it more stubborn.” 

However the official said Bur- 
ma's human rights record would 
help Japan determine future aid 
levels. Tokyo now contributes 
only humanitarian assistance. 

He said the three-day visit by 
Deputy Foreign Minister Kunihi- 
ko Saito was Tokyo’s first high- 
level official contact with the 
military government in Rangoon 
in recent years. 

The official said Mr. Saito 
would meet his Burmese counter- 
part for talks that might include 
the junta's widely condemned hu- 
man rights record. 

The military officers who 
seized power after a bloody 
crackdown on a pro-democracy 
movement in 1988 have refused 
to turn over power to the opposi- 
tion that won free general elec- 


tions in May 1990. 

Last week’s protests coincided 
with the award of the Nobel 
Peace Prize to opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi, who has-been 
under house arrest in Rangoon 
since July 1989. 

Foreign residents of Rangoon 
say up to 100 students may have 
been arrested when the army sent 
in heavily armed reinforcements 
to put down the demonstrations. 
The junta later closed all univer- 
sities. colleges and technical insti- 
tutes. 

Official Radio Rangoon 
announced Sunday that Mrs. 
Aung San Suu Kyi had been 
expelled from the National 
League for Democracy (NLD), 
the party she helped found and 
led in absentia to electoral victory 
in 1990. 

An alternative government set 
up in the jungle by dissidents, 
many of them exiled NLD mem- 
bers. said the expulsion vote 
among the few party leaders still 
in Rangoon had been conducted 
at gunpoint. 

The alternative government 
called on the United Nations to 
to free Mrs. Aung San Suu 
Kyi, who won the prize for peace- 
fully campaigning for democracy 
in Burma, which has been ruled 
by a military oligarchy for 30 
years. 

Mr. Saito is due to chair a 


meeting in Singapore of Japan’s 
ambassadors to South East Asia 
after his trip to Burma. 

Japan exported S14.5 million 
worth of goods to Burma in 1990 
and imported $6 million worth, 
according to Japanese Finance 
Ministry figures. 

Japan's ruling party abandoned 
plans Tuesday to introduce a new 
tax next year aimed at creating a 
global aid fund worth S10 billion. 

The plan, unveiled Friday by 
Finance Minister Tsutomu Hata, 
was dropped due to strong- 
opposition within the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party, an 
LDP official said. 

“The LDP Tax Committee de- 
cided formally to give up the idea 
of an ‘International Fund Tax be- 
cause of lack of support within 
the party,” he said. 

The committee was now debat- 
ing whether to set aside up to 200 
billion yen ($1.6 billion) in a 
special fund to cover Japan's in- 
ternational contributions, he 
said. 

Mr. Hata said last Friday his 
ministry planned to raise 1.3 tril- 
lion yen ($10.1 billion) from 
corporate, beer and cigarette 
taxes to boost Japan's interna- 
tional contributions. 

He said 800 billion yen ($6.2 
billion) would go toward official 
development assistance (ODA) 
and 500 billion yen ($3.9 billion) 



Avalanche shrinks 
New Zealand’s 
tallest peak 


to international aid programmes 
in for example the Soviet Union 
and Cambodia. 

Ichiro Ozawa, a powerful LDP 
leader, drew up the global aid 
plan after Miyazawa failed to get 
a peacekeeping operations 
(PKO) bill through parliament. 

Japan had hoped the PKO bill 
would allow it to. send troops 
overseas for tbe first time since 
1945 to help with United Nations 
peacekeeping efforts. 

With the government expect- 
ing a large shortfall in its 1992 
fiscal budget, the new tax plan 
was seen as a means of paying for 
some of Japan’s growing interna- 
tional obligations. 

The LDP’s derision not to back 
the plan could affect the reputa- 
tion of new Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa, who has been criti- 
cised for indecision and lack of 
leadership since forming his gov- 
ernment six weeks ago. 

Last week, his aides said Mr. 
Miyazawa backed the plan, but 
by Monday night they were 
saying he had derided not to 
support it ahead of upper house 
elections in July, newspapers 
said. 

Since taking over, Mr. Miyaza- 
wa has faltered in his handling of 
parliament and lost support of 
opposition centrist •parties on.the 
PKO bill. 


CHRISTCHURCH, New Zea- 
land (AP) — Mount Cook, the 
high est mountain in the South 
Pacific, will be off-limits to efim- 
bens for an mKtetennined period 
after being shortened by a mas- 
sive avalanche. Tbe slide ex- 
tended 6.5 kilometres down to 
the Tasman Glacier and lowered 
the 3,764-metre peak by several 
metres, the Conservation Depart- 
ment said. More falls are consi- 
dered likely. Mount Cook is one 
of New Zealand's top tourist 
attractions. A group uf six clim- 
bers watched in awe from a hut 
about a kflometre away as mil- 
lions of tonnes of snow, ice and 
rock came tumbling down Mount 
Cook's slopes for several hours 
early Saturday. David Ellis, was 
among the group that bad 
awoken at midnight for a day of 
climb in g , described the sound as 
.like a field “fan of a thousand 
bulls amplified a thousand times. 
There were green and yellow 
flashes from the rocks. It was on a 
horrendous scale.” The group left 
the hut to climb Mt. Tasman, on 
the opposite side of the glader. 
By the time they reached tbe 
summit, the dust had settled, and 
the magnitude of the avalanche 
became apparent. “It was one big- 
black mess," Mr. Ellis said. 
“There were acres of it.” The 
slide obliterated one of the twin, 
pyramid-shaped Anzac peaks on 
the eastern side of the Grand 
Plateau and turned tbe moun- 
tain’s east face, usually a 30-to 
40-degree incline, into an almost 
vertide drop. Tbe summit was 
left teetering above a concave 
slope. 


Woman wins $7.34m 
for ruptured 
breast implant 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
federal court jury has awarded 
$7.34 million to a woman after 
finding that her silicon breast 
implant had raptured, causing a 
painful,, permanent immune-sys- 
fcemdlse-ase. The six-member jury 
found that tbe implant was de- 
signed and manufactured defec- 
tively and that die .maker, Dow 
Corning, had failed to warn the 
woman of tbe risks of die device, 
breached its warranty and had 
committed fraud. Tbe jury Friday 
awarded Mariann Hopkins of 
Sebastopol, California $840,000 
in compensation for economic 
losses and pain and $6.5 million 
in punitive damages. “I hope this 
sends a message to Dow Corning 
that they can’t sacrifice the safety 
of women for their balance 
sheet,” said Dan Bolton, a lawyer 
for Hopkins. Judge Bolton said' 
the award was tbe largest ever of 
the four breast-implant cases held 
in tiie nation so far, exceeding the 
previous record of $5.4 million 
awarded by a jury in Alabama 
against another company earlier 
this fall. Dow Corning, the na- 
tion’s largest implant manufac- 
turer, located in Midland, Michi- 
gan, said it will appeal. The ver- 
dict was the latest setback for the 
breast implant industry. The 
Food and Drug Admmistxation is 
reviewing the safety of the de- 
vices after telling four U.S. 
manufactures that test data they 
have submitted thus far were 
inadequate. 


Los Angeles critics 
like Bugsy best 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — If tbe 
early returns from critics axe an 
indicator, it will be a Bugsy year.. 

The Los Angeles Film Critics 
Association voted Saturday far- . 
the 1991 Achievement Awards.’ ’-./ 
Wanren Beatty’s Las Vegas-, 
adventure vehicle was the aims' 
choice for best picture, said mem- - 
ber Borotby Rochnns. Bugsy also - ', 
got tbe nod from the critics fosr~'-.:--. 
best screenplay (James Tobachj; 
and best director (Barry Levin- -/>' 
son). Nick Nofte was the critics’ :,-/^ 
pick for best actor for his role as a. 1 
southern shrimper's scion in 
Prince Of Tides. Mercedes Rnefal 
was chosen best actress for bet •//' 
role in The Fisher King. SuppOTr . ;/ • 
actor honours went to;- " 
Michael Lerner for his Barton > j 
Fink appearance and Jane Hor- V' : *' 
rocks for her role in- Life: Is i y 1 , 
Sweet. The critics named. Roger ,■_/ 77 -; J 

Beakins best 


Barton Fink and chose Beauty - 

And The Beast as the best anir. ^ . u 
mated film. Best documentary •/ /■ 
honours went, to American/ 
Diram and the attics' favourite;/^/ . 

foreign languag e fihn was La Belle' 

Noiseuse. The critics liked ? 

music of Zbigniew Pretsner and ^/ 
honoured him for his body at 
wprlc, including his scoring^ -ij 

Enropa Europe, The Secret life %£ L 
Of Veronique and At Play InTbeT — ; 
Fields Of The Lord/* ’• : ; r 




